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ITEM:  16-001 
 
                                                                                                                                                   
RE: Cost Recovery Ordinance for purposes of reimbursement to the City for charges 

incurred for consultants necessary in the review of a zoning application. 
                                                                                                                                                   
 
Request: 
 
The Planning and Zoning Department is requesting the approval of a Cost Recovery Ordinance in 
order to assist in streamlining  the development review process.  This will improve the turnaround 
time for required professional review and analysis of proposed projects and will allow the City to 
recoup the costs associated with the required review.  This will also ensure that all projects are 
reviewed for consistency and compliance with the City’s code, improving the level of service for 
the residents of the City.   Per the attached ordinance draft, the proposed amendment to the 
Zoning and Land Development Code is the establishment of a process by which the City is 
reimbursed for engineering, planning, legal, technical, or environmental consultant or 
professional(s) needed to asses and make recommendations for projects seeking approval by the 
City.  
 
The proposed ordinance provides that applicants seeking approval shall pay the actual costs of 
the consultants/professionals retained. Depending on the complexity of the application and 
anticipated costs, the City may require an escrow account be established and maintained for the 
duration of the review process.   
Background: 
 
In light of the recent changes to the City’s Comprehensive Plan and Zoning and Land 
Development Code, adopted to encourage redevelopment of certain areas within the City, the 
City has identified an area for improvement within our development review process.  From time 
to time it is necessary for the City of North Miami Beach to retain independent consultants in 
connection with zoning applications, including engineering, traffic, planning, legal, technical, 
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environmental, or professional(s) in order to assess and make recommendations on the 
applications.  The fees for these consultants are in addition to existing charges and accordingly 
the City needs a process by which to be reimbursed for those charges.   
 
Planning and Zoning Department Recommendation: 
 
The Planning and Zoning Department recommends approval of this ordinance in order to 
facilitate the reimbursement to the City for charges incurred for consultants necessary in the 
review of a zoning application. 
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