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Winter 2019

Restoration of near century-old Fulford-by-the-Sea Monument
and Plaza nears completion
The City of North Miami Beach
has proudly displayed its unique,
neoclassical, Fulford-by-the Sea
Monument for the last 94 years.
This historical monument was
built in 1925 as an entrance landmark, and ever since then it has
been a representative staple of
our growing City. The monument

is even featured prominently in the
City’s seal. On November 29, 2010,
the monument was added to the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The NRHP is the United
States federal government’s official list of districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects deemed
worthy of preservation for their

The proposed rendering of the Fulford-by-the-Sea Monument restoration.

historical significance. A property
listed in the National Register, or
located within a National Register
Historic District, may qualify for tax
incentives derived from the total
value of expenses incurred in preserving the property.
The monument, which incorporates an attractive fountain, is
located in the center of a roundabout at the intersection of N.E.
172nd Street and N.E. 23rd Avenue and is on full display to be enjoyed year round by residents and
visitors alike. Ninety-four years later, it still features many of its original embellishments, such as its
dome topping covered in blue and
yellow ceramic mosaic tiles and its
distinguished set of cast stone unicorns, found at each corner of the
roof.
In an effort to continue the City’s
legacy and preserve the historic
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North Miami Beach and FPL
partner to improve street
lighting and reduce costs

City of North Miami Beach
17011 NE 19th Avenue

North Miami Beach, FL 33162
www.citynmb.com

The City of North Miami Beach,
in collaboration with Florida
Power and Light (FPL), is working
to convert our current street
lighting technology to “lightemitting diode” fixtures (LED).
LEDs are more energy efficient and
provide brighter, more consistent
illumination at a reduced cost.
FPL’s conversion program is
offered to municipalities with
the aim of reducing energy costs
and improving response time for
fixture repairs. Other cities that
have completed or are nearing
completion of this program include
Miami Springs, Miami Lakes, and
North Miami. NMB Public Works
department has confirmed that
a high degree of satisfaction
has resulted from replacing
conventional lighting with LED
fixtures.
Response time for light repairs

is improved due to sensors that
are part of the new, modern LED
fixtures. The sensors send a signal
to FPL repair centers as the light
nears its point of failure, thus
enabling repair crews to change
out lights ahead of possible power
outages, or be better prepared to
correct burned out fixtures. There
is no up-front cost to the city and
the replacement of roughly 3,300
citywide light fixtures will result in
an estimated savings of $3,500 per
month ($41,000 annually).
FPL crews began changing out
fixtures in December 2018, well
ahead of the proposed project
launch, starting on the west end
of the city and moving eastward.
Currently, sections in the NE 10th
Avenue area are being completed,
with the project’s completion
expected in late March 2019.

LED fixtures were installed around the
NE 3rd and 4th Avenue area, north of
NE 167th Street in Uleta.

monument, the Public Works Department has engaged the services
of an architectural conservation
firm to perform a restoration of
the monument itself and an engineering design firm to develop a
surrounding plaza that will further
showcase it. While the details of
the plaza are still being finalized,
they will likely include new or refurbished decorative crosswalks, new
trees and various new plants, seating benches and a pergola. These
improvements will provide residents in the area with a beautiful
and inviting community gathering
area where the fountain monument
will be enjoyed for generations to
come. The projected completion of
the monument’s restoration and the
adjoining plaza is late April 2019.

Upcoming Events
In conjuction with Miami-Dade County’s Bike305,
the City of North Miami Beach and Mayor Anthony F. DeFillipo
present

Sunday, March 17, 2019
1 – 4 PM (REGISTRATION:11:30 AM)

NMB City Hall

17011 NE 19 AVE

North Miami Beach, FL 33162

Mayor Anthony F. DeFillipo
Commissioner McKenzie Fleurimond
Commissioner Michael Joseph
Commissioner Barbara Kramer
Commissioner Phyllis S. Smith
Commissioner Fortuna Smukler
Commissioner Paule Villard
City Manager Esmond K. Scott
City Attorney Sarah L. Johnston
City Clerk Pamela L. Latimore

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

Scan to
register
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NUMBERS
City Manager’s Office

Esmond K. Scott, City Manager
Sharon Ragoonan, Assistant City Manager
Janette Smith, Interim Asst. City Manager
(305) 948-2900 | nmbmgr@citynmb.com

City Attorney’s Office

Sarah L. Johnston, City Attorney
(305) 948-2939

City Clerk’s Office

Pamela L. Latimore, MMC, City Clerk
(305) 787-6001

City Information/Switchboard
Tel. (305) 948-7581

Building Division

Daniel Ozuna, Building Official
(305) 948-2965 | nmbbldg@citynmb.com

Code Compliance Division

Shanesa Mykoo, Manager
(305) 948-2964 | nmbcode@citynmb.com

Community Development

Richard Lorber, Director
(305) 948-2901 | comdev@citynmb.com

Community Redevelopment Agency
Patrick Brett, CRA Administrator
(305) 787-6053 | nmbcra@citynmb.com

Customer Service: Utilities & Billing
Alvin Colbert, Senior Manager
(305) 948-2960

Human Resources

Audrea Hinds, Interim Director
(305) 948-2918 | nmbhr@citynmb.com

Library

Edenia Hernandez, Library Manager
(305) 948-2970 | nmblib@citynmb.com

NMB Water

Jafeth Baez-Rossy, Interim Director
(305) 948-2967

Parks and Recreation

Julio Magrisso, Interim Director
(305) 948-2957 | nmbparks@citynmb.com

Performing Arts Theater

Neville Prince, Manager
(305) 787-6005 | info@littmantheater.com

Planning & Zoning

Justin Proffitt, Manager
(305) 948-2966

Police Department

William Hernandez, Chief of Police
Non-Emergency: (305) 949-5500
Emergency: 9-1-1
Public Affairs & Community Engagement
Greg Williams, Manager
(305) 787-6028 | public.affairs@citynmb.
com

Public Works

Fernando Rodriguez, Director
(305) 948-2967 | pubworks@citynmb.com

Solid Waste

Van Harrington, Superintendent
(305) 948-2904

Water/Wastewater Emergencies

Weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: 305-948-2960
After Hours & Holidays: (305) 652-6460

Check us out on the web at:

www.citynmb.com

Cityline Newsletter
Team
DIVISION OF
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Editor in Chief: Greg Williams
Copy Editor: Aja Dorsainvil
Layout Design: Monica Viada

Mayor’s Message
Dear Residents,
I have been privileged once again to have been
elected by you, our residents, to serve the City of
North Miami Beach, before as your commissioner
and now as your mayor.
It is with great pride and vision that we continue building on the legacy and achievements that
have transpired in the past years. Our City is truly
a city on the rise and is attracting more businesses
and residents to migrate to North Miami Beach,
more and more each day.
Great local city initiatives and events have been
taking place for all residents to enjoy. This year
our annual Snow Fest and Community Safety Day
Parade attracted over 10,000 people to North Miami Beach. This event was free, like many other
events we put on. We encourage you to stay informed with what’s going on in the City of North
Miami Beach by going to our website at citynmb.
com. I would like to see everyone being engaged
with our community and participating in our city
events.
Development continues to spur in our great
city as many development projects are already
open for business. We have Lazul Apartments
along 164th Street and 21st Avenue, which is our
newest rental community, with a beautiful walk-

ing path along Snake Creek
Canal. Proud to say with many
other projects coming up,
North Miami Beach will be a
destination where people can
live, work and play.
NMB Chinatown is finally
coming to fruition, as many investors and business owners begin to make strategic moves here
in the city. This is another characteristic that will
bring more diversity to North Miami Beach, with
the beautiful oriental markets, restaurants and
businesses that are culminating along North Miami Beach Boulevard.
In closing, I would like to express the importance of local government. Local government
is the closest government to the community. As
your mayor, I am here to listen. If you have any
concerns, I want to hear from you. Please contact
my office at 305-948-2986 and let us know what
we can do to make our city the best and safest
place to live, work and play.
Sincerely,

Anthony F. DeFillipo, Mayor

City Manager’s Message
Among the oft used clichés in municipal government is, “We are moving the City forward.”
Well-intentioned, it is quoted as administrations
are changed, or there is a movement from a position, stance, or period that has invited great public
discourse. Moving forward, however, is secondary
to moving in the right direction. For that we must
be mindful because merely moving forward, “just
because,” without a vision and mission, could
plunge us into the precipices of mediocrity, disarray, and a total abortion of our mission.
Moving forward also proffers the questions of
who, what, where, when, why, and how? It raises
the broad subject of branding. What makes North
Miami Beach uniquely different as it stands listed
among Miami-Dade County’s 34 municipalities?
A lot. Over the next few months, as we make that
bold move to blend the overall experiences and
offerings that make us distinguishable as an organization, we must strive to enjoy, appreciate, and
celebrate our similarities, differences, and everything that makes us refreshingly who we are.
Leading an administration in this period requires
a commitment to honoring North Miami Beach’s
rich history, and embracing a future rich with possibilities. To that end, I firmly believe that the right
direction means having not just the right people
on board, but also the right people in the right
positions. It is essential therefore that we fill key
positions with employees who are professional,
qualified, and dedicated – employees who value
a mission of unity. They will be employees who
recognize the vision as being not about them or
me, but rather about us.
There will be high expectations on achieving excellence as we develop and promote our brand.
I am not a big subscriber to benchmarking as a
means of determining or attaining success because they corral and limit you into set qualifying
markers and indices. Our team will strive to ex-

ceed those set expectations.
Benchmarks, after all, are
mere qualifiers. For the track
and field aficionados among
us, we know that many Summer Olympic events require
qualifying standards. However, merely meeting them relegates you to mediocrity at best. In fact, had Jesse Owens, Bob
Beamon, and Usain Bolt striven just for qualifying
standards, they would have simply been forgotten qualifiers. So, we will continue to raise the bar
in providing services for our deserving residents
and customers, well above the expected and understood standards. This we will do because of
our belief and commitment to our brand.
Will we always hit the bull’s-eye? Will we always
be excellent?
We will not…because we are humans.
What is expected, however, is that we honestly
admit to and learn from these shortcomings and
human failings. Everyone has a role to play –
some bigger, some smaller. Only when all team
members work together and give their best can
we really move forward in the right direction
representing this great brand called North Miami
Beach.

Esmond K. Scott, City Manager
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Your North Miami Beach Mayor and Commission

Mayor
Anthony F. DeFillipo
(Group 1)

Commissioner
Paule Villard
(Group 2)

Commissioner
Phyllis S. Smith
(Group 3)

Mayor Anthony F. DeFillipo is the liaison for the Planning and
Zoning Board and the Management Pension Board. Prior to his
position as mayor, he served as an NMB city commissioner from
May 2013 to November 2018.
Mayor DeFillipo a member of the Washington Park Voter’s
Council. He also served as the president of the Greater NMB
Chamber of Commerce for 6 years.
Mayor DeFillipo is a Real Estate Associate and Property
Management Director at Decorus Realty. He is an NMB Little
League baseball dad and he and his wife Maria have two sons,
Marco and Anthony.

Commissioner
Fortuna Smukler
(Group 4)

Commissioner Fortuna Smukler is the liaison for the Library
Board and the Civil Service Board. She was appointed as a
North Miami Beach commissioner in May 2018 and elected into
office in November 2018.
Commissioner Smukler has been involved in NMB community
efforts such as keeping the Rescue Station in Eastern Shores and
upgrading the gate control system in Eastern Shores. She was
also involved in various boards, committees, and clubs.
Commissioner Smukler graduated from the North Miami
Beach Citizen Police Academy in 2010 and the FBI Citizens
Academy in 2013. She was also awarded as the Chairperson of
the Year for the Citizens’ Crime Watch of Miami-Dade County
in 2017.

Commissioner Paule Villard is the liaison for the Commission
on the Status of Women (COSW), Education Committee, and the
Youth Advisory Board.
She graduated from Miami Dade College with an Associate
Degree in Criminal Justice, followed by a Bachelor’s in Public Administration and a Masters in Early Childhood Education, both
from Barry University. She served as a Police Sergeant for 28
years for the City of Miami and is currently retired. Commissioner
Villard is a member of the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, the Fraternal
Order of Police, and the Police Benevolent Association.
Commissioner Villard serves as the executive director of Miss
Teen Haiti Organization. She is also the proud mother of Tasha,
Ashely, and Victoria and grandmother of Taylor and Sadie.

Commissioner McKenzie Fleurimond is the liaison for the
Economic Development Commission, Recreation Committee,
and the Police and Fire Retirement Board. At 27 years old, he
was one of the youngest to ever serve North Miami Beach as an
appointed councilmember from 2010-2011.
Commissioner Fleurimond has been an NMB resident for
over 20 years and studied Business Administration at Johnson
and Wales University. He also served as the District Assistant to
former State Representative Ronald A. Brise in District 108 of
the Florida Legislature.
Commissioner Fleurimond is the proud owner of McKenzie
Insurance Group, Inc. and is licensed by the State of Florida in
Commissioner
McKenzie Fleurimond the areas of life insurance, health insurance and annuities. He is
married to Straussiana, who is a nurse.
(Group 5)

Commissioner Phyllis S. has been in office since 2007. She is
the liaison for the Commission on Aging/Senior Citizen’s Advisory Board and the Redevelopment Agency Board.
Commissioner Smith has lived in Miami-Dade since the 1950s
and has been a realtor specializing in single family residential
home sales in Miami-Dade and Broward Counties for over 30
years. She is also a broker-associate with Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate, Inc.
Commissioner Smith has been married to Woody Smith for
over 40 years and has two children, Scott and Susie. She is also
a “Dog Mom” of three rescued Boxers: Buddy Boy, Baby Girl,
and Beckley, and she has one “granddog” named Sweet Pea, a
Pomeranian.

Commissioner Barbara Kramer has been in office since 2009.
She is the liaison for the Beautification Committee, Multicultural
Committee, and the General Employees’ Retirement Board.
Commissioner Kramer was born and raised in North Miami
Beach. She is also a 2010 graduate of the North Miami Beach
Citizen Police Academy and served as the vice-president and
city liaison to the Greater NMB Chamber of Commerce.
Commissioner Kramer is a custom window treatment designer
and the proud owner of Ford Window Treatments. She and her
husband Larry Kramer are the parents of Kevin and Jordan.

Commissioner
Barbara Kramer
(Group 6)

Swearing In Ceremony for the Newly Elected
Officials of North Miami Beach

The 2018 Mayor and Commission for the
City of North Miami Beach

The City of North Miami Beach
held a Special Commission
Meeting on November 27, 2018
thanking and honoring those
who served on the Commission
and welcoming the newly elected
Mayor and Commission: Mayor
Anthony F. DeFillipo (Group
1), Commissioner Paule Villard
(Group 2), Commissioner Fortuna
Smukler (Group 4), Commissioner
McKenzie Fleurimond (Group 5),
Commissioner Barbara Kramer
(Group 6), and Commissioner
Michael Joseph (Group 7).

Mayor Anthony F. DeFillipo

Commissioner Paule Villard

Vice Mayor
Michael Joseph
(Group 7)

Commissioner Joseph is the liaison for the Code Enforcement
Board, Public Utilities Commission, and the Advisory Committee
for Disabled Individuals.
Commissioner Joseph graduated from Florida International University with a Bachelor’s in Business Administration and a
Master’s in Business Administration, followed by a Juris Doctorate from St. Thomas University School of Law. Commissioner Joseph previously worked for the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security and is now an attorney for law firm Galbut Walters &
Associates LLP with a focus in civil rights and land use.
Commissioner Joseph and wife Asia are raising their son Alexander in the Sunray West neighborhood of NMB.
(Commissioner Joseph is currently serving as vice mayor.)

City NMB participates in 42nd Annual MLK
Day Parade for the first time in city history
For the first time, on Monday, January
21, 2019 the City of North Miami Beach
participated in the 42nd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Parade in Libery
City.
The mayor, commission and charter
officers were greeted with waves and
smiles as they rolled down on a bright
blue float bearing “One Vision, One Mission, One City.” The 2.5 hour Liberty City
route runs along NW 54th Street, following 8 miles of “sacred ground” that Dr.
King once traveled during his frequent
engagements in Miami.
Liberty City’s MLK Parade is the oldest
and largest MLK Holiday celebration in
the U.S., with a record of 500,000 in attendance. The parade is videotaped and
shown as an hour-long special on WLRN/
PBS with a viewership of 1.9 million peo-

ple.
The parade featured over 100 entries
that included corporate floats; federal,
state, and local officials; police and military units; historic pioneers; high school
and college marching bands; dance and
drill teams; classic and exotic cars; historic transit vehicles; civic, church, community, and more.
This was a day of unity for the community and for Dr. King, who would have celebrated his 90th birthday on January 15,
2019. Though this was the City of North
Miami Beach’s first time participating in
the parade, it is only the beginning of a
new tradition.

City officials
passed out
free giveaways
to attendees
during the
parade

Commissioner Fortuna Smukler

Commissioner Barbara Kramer
Mayor DeFillipo

Commissioner McKenzie Fleurimond

Commissioner Michael Joseph

Left (L to R):
Commissioner
Fleurimond,
Commissioner
Villard, and
Commissioner
Joseph

Commissioner Smukler Commissioner Kramer
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
16901 NE 19th Avenue
North Miami Beach, FL 33162

www.nmbpd.org

NMBPD Information
(305) 949-5500
Chief of Police
(305) 948-2995
Crime Prevention
(305) 948-2955
Community Policing
(305) 948-2956
Records Section
(305) 948-2952
Report Crimes Anonymously
(305) 948-2913

Cookies On Patrol: Bringing kids and officers together in a fun
non-traditional environment building trust and making friends
The North Miami Beach Police
Department collaborated with
Costco, Vicky Bakery, Pinecrest
Bakery and Borden Dairy to celebrate National Cookie Day. NMBPD Officers came together to offer
a chance for kids to ask questions
and learn safety tips. They spoke
about the dangers of talking to
strangers, helping them understand the difference between
strangers who could hurt them and
strangers who could help them.

The kids shared thoughts and
later joined NMB’s Finest on the
dance floor. The North Miami
Beach Police Department sees the
importance of a positive perception of law enforcement within the
community, and this event was an
opportunity for the youngest members to provide a favorable example.
It is the mission of the North Miami Beach Police Department to
engage our community and youth

in order to promote positive interactions with residents and the police department. Consider registering your child(ren) for the NMBPD
Police Athletic League (PAL), which
offers a variety of youth programs,
as well as the North Miami Beach
Police Department Police Explorer
Post 287 Program. For more information, please call the North Miami Beach Crime Prevention Unit
at (305) 948-2955.

Volunteer Services
(305) 948-2955
NMBPD on Social Media
Facebook
@nmbpolice

Instagram
@NorthMiamiBeachPD

Afterschool Parks and Recreation kids enjoying their cookies with Officer Darden.

Twitter
@myNMBPolice

PARKS & RECREATION
17051 NE 19th Avenue
North Miami Beach, FL 33162
(305) 949-2957

www.citynmb.com/parks

Parks & Recreation on Social Media

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
@NMBParksRec

Monster Mash Bash:
The “#1 Halloween
Event for Kids in Miami”
NMB’s Monster Mash Bash was
recognized as the “#1 Best Halloween Event for Kids in Miami” in
2017 by the Miami New Times. The
recognition lives to this day when
over 10,000 attendees arrived at
Patricia Mishcon Athletic Field on
Halloween night. Attendees enjoyed a variety of activities such
as rides, carnival games, a spooky
haunted trail, games, costume
contests, DIY arts and crafts, food
trucks and more.
A very special thank you to our
signature sponsor, Jacobs Engineering Group. We hope to see everyone again next year for another
fun and spooky Halloween night.

Additional photos on page 6

Snake Creek Canal ranked one of the most
scenic and enjoyable bike routes in Miami
North Miami Beach’s beautiful
Snake Creek Canal was recently
mentioned in Miami-Dade County
Parks’ ParkLife Magazine as one of
Bike 305’s Top Cycling Trails. Miami-Dade County Parks’ Bike 305
is a comprehensive safe-cycling initiative that creates and advocates
for safe cycling programs, rides,
routes, infrastructure and information campaigns to ensure residents
and visitors can enjoy cycling as a
health and recreational activity as
well as an overall transportation
option. According to the article:
“Snake Creek Trail: In the
northern portion of Miami-Dade
County, the Snake Creek Trail
links the municipalities of North
Miami Beach to Miami Gardens.
This paved trail is near Greynolds
Park and Victory Park and runs
alongside a beautiful palm-tree
dotted canal. The 6.5 mile route
includes smaller parks, picnic
shelters and fitness stations

and is close to shopping areas,
restaurants, several schools and
workplaces. You can’t beat this
neighborhood trail with plenty
of attractions to enjoy. Parking
is available at the North Miami
Beach Public Library (1601 NE
164th Street) and Schreiber
Promenade (NE 172nd Street
and South Glades Drive). One
day, this trail will extend 18 miles
and be a great way to get to
Dolphins Stadium without a car.”

Follow the 2.6 mile course along Snake
Creek Canal and walk at your own pace.
Exercise stations are placed along the
course as well.

Famous North Pole Resident Visited NMB
At the annual Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony (proudly sponsored
by Jacobs Engineering Group), on
November 30, 2018 over 500 attendees saw Santa Claus arrive from
the North Pole and chanted, “light
that tree” as he lit the City’s Holiday Tree. Shortly after, the NMB
Parks and Recreation After School
Children and the NMB Library After
School Youth performed various holiday song selections as participants
sang and danced along.
The rest of the event was followed
by pictures with Santa and arts and
crafts hosted by NMB Library. Delicious Christmas treats (including
sugar cookies) and a hot chocolate
bar were provided. The young ones
participated in a gingerbread cookie
decorating station.

Celebrating Hanukkah
in North Miami Beach
On Monday, December 3, 2018
the City of North Miami Beach
held the annual Menorah Lighting
Ceremony in front of City Hall.
Over 250 participants gathered to
witness the blessings of Hanukkah
and the lighting of the City’s
menorah on the second night of
Hanukkah.
The event was led by the reading
of two blessings by Rabbi Ariel
Yeshurun from Skylake Synagogue
in North Miami Beach and the
Menorah was lit by Mayor DeFillipo.
Biana Pinchuk, sang and played
the violin, aspiring attendees to
sing along and dance together.
Children participated in arts and
crafts hosted by the NMB Library,
and the night ended with delicious
kosher treats and refreshments.

Left: Biana Pinchuk
sang and played the
violin for her musical
selections

Above: Children all smiles as they take
their photo with Santa Claus.

The Mayor and Commission gathered around
to light the City’s Menorah with Rabbi Yeshurun.
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Newest mixed-use projects begin leases and sales of units
Since its adoption in March 2015,
the City’s award-winning mixed-use
code has spurred redevelopment
in North Miami Beach. Numerous
mixed-use projects are in various
stages of development as the City
revitalizes its downtown and major
corridors.
Two of the first projects approved
under the new zoning regulations
have received their certificate of
occupancy – allowing them to begin leases and sales of units.
The Harbour, comprised of two
32-story waterfront towers at
16385 Biscayne Boulevard, has a
total of 425 luxury residential units.
Oriented toward the northeast,
the development offers incredible
views of Maule Lake and surrounding communities. Both towers

are linked by a recreational deck,
which includes a pool and spa, a
lounge area, and plenty of waterfront vistas. The development offers residents many conveniences,
such as a serenity trail, an aqua
club, children’s and activity rooms,
and a racquetball court. The development also includes open spaces
in the form of a bay walk. The waterfront trail runs the parameter of
the development and is available
for the public’s use and enjoyment.
Lazul is an 8-story, 349-unit
mixed-use project at 2145 Northeast 164th Street in the heart of
North Miami Beach. Developed
at the site of the former Winn-Dixie, this infill project has helped to
transform the Fulford Town Center.
The project provides a multitude

of amenities, including designated dog washing facilities, fully
equipped gyms, Amazon delivery
lockers, and a resort-style pool and
patio area. Beautiful landscaping
and a shady paved path adorns the
southern bank of the Snake Creek
Canal. As part of the development’s public benefit, Lazul is also
in the process of installing a public
art piece. Two fourteen feet pink
flamingos will overlook the development from the northeast corner
of the development.
The City is undergoing a renaissance and a Phase 2 study is
planned to expand the mixed-use
zoning to other areas of the City.
For more information visit the Planning and Zoning Division section at
citynmb.com.

CITY PROJECTS
Construction of new streets, sidewalks, lighting and landscaping
can be seen throughout the city.
If you have any questions about
current construction projects,
please call (305) 948-2925.

UPCOMING PROJECTS
Roadway Resurfacing
Several roadways in the city will be
milled and resurfaced.
Mischon Park Artificial Turf
Project consists of replacing existing
grass with artificial turf. Solicitation to
bid will go out shortly.
Littman Theater Roof Replacement
Replacement of approximately
12,000 square feet.

PROJECTS IN PROGRESS

Highland Village Roundabout
Project is approximately 85% complete to date. The roundabout and
road re-alignment have been completed as the roadway has been in
use for a few months.

The Harbour waterfront towers

Lazul Apartments pool area

Fulford-by-the-Sea Monument
Restoration
Project has commenced and is expected to be completed by the end
of April 2019.

WATER DEPARTMENT
A new look to your NMB
Water bill and an easy to
remember phone number
(305) NMBWATER

Team NMB Helps 100

Families for Thanksgiving
The City of North Miami Beach
held the 6th Annual Team NMB
Gives Back on Monday, November 19, 2018. Every year City employees raise funds and prepare
and deliver food to disadvantaged families for Thanksgiving.
In the days before Thanksgiving, North Miami Beach Police
Department officers and Public Works’ Beautification (NMB)
Team hand-delivered a tote
bag with a turkey and a grocery
store gift card to each of the 100
homes.
Over $4,500 in donations were
collected between City NMB
employees and sponsors. Thank
you to those who participated
for such a great cause, including
City departments and our sponsors Jacobs Engineering Group,
ABC Fine Wine & Spirits and
Madalon Law Firm.

The new year ushers in a fresh
new look for your NMB Water bill
and an easy-to-remember customer service phone number. NMB
Water introduced videos narrated by our customer service team,
including an explanation by NMB
Water Interim Director Jafeth Baez
on how to read your newly redesigned bill for service. The videos
may be viewed in the news section
of the NMB Water webpage at
www.nmbwater.com.

Hazel Fazzino Park (Phase 3)
Installation of children’s playground,
exercise center, and pavilion are expected to be completed by end of
March 2019.

Customer Service: (305) NMBWATER

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
City NMB Awarded
Certificate of
Achievement for
Excellence in
Financial Reporting
On October 29, 2018 the City
of North Miami Beach Finance
Department was awarded the
Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting
by the Government Finance Officers Association of the United
States and Canada (GFOA) for
its comprehensive annual financial report (CAFR). The Certificate
of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting is the highest
form of recognition in the area
of governmental accounting and
financial reporting, and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a government
and its management.

The CAFR has been judged by
an impartial panel to meet the
high standards of the program,
which includes demonstrating a
constructive “spirit of full disclosure” to clearly communicate its
financial story and motivate potential users and user groups to
read the CAFR.

Washington Park Design
City is negotiating a design with fullservice engineering firm, Keith and
Schnars.

COMPLETED PROJECTS

Hazel Fazzino Park (Phase II)
Park was dedicated on November 4,
2018.

City Hall Roof
Completed ahead of schedule.
Neat Street Tree Planting Grant
Trees were planted along NE 35 Ave.
Florida Highway Beautification
Grant
Landscaping on NE 163 Street
between NE 3 Court and NE 8 Ave.
Roadway Resurfacing
Milled and resurfaced roads, approximately 17,000 including areas of Sunray West.
Gwen Margolis Amphitheater
A new awning was installed.
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NMB LIBRARY
1601 NE 164th Street
North Miami Beach, FL 33162
(305) 949-2970

www.nmblib.org
Library Hours:

Mon.-Thurs.: 9:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 9:30 a.m. - 4:50 p.m.

Free Internet Access
Wireless Technology
Programs for All Ages
Story Hour for Preschoolers
Voter Registration Services
IRS Forms
U.S. Passport Services
Research Databases
NMB Library on Social Media
Facebook & Instagram
@nmblib
Twitter
@nmb_library

NMB Library Offers the Road to Success
As an educational institution, NMB Library was
funded by the State Department of Education to
provide a high school education program for adults.
This year the library was able
to confer diplomas on several
residents. Among those who
graduated, Imogene Woodstock
stood out as a star student. Having
left Jamaica as a teen, Imogene did
not finish her studies when she came
to the states. Later she married
and raised a beautiful family. The
desire to complete her studies and
become an example to her children
was always with her. Imogene registered for NMB
Library’s Career Online High School, transferred her
viable credits, and completed the necessary classes.

Imagine a Day Without Water
NMB Library takes its educational responsibilities
seriously. With two year-long science programs, a
technology program, and now a water conservation
program, we are encouraging responsible citizenry
and developing future scientists. In November, NMB
Library collaborated with Sabal Palm Elementary
School to create a contest based on the national
observation of imagining a day without water.
Participants from Sabal Palm Elementary, Ojus
Elementary, Greynolds Elementary and JFK Middle
used their writing and artistic skills to express their
thoughts on the important conservation topic. With
a sponsorship by NMB Water/Jacobs Engineering
Group, students with the best entries were recognized.
NMB resident Dr. Hadassah Weiner-Friedman, a
member of the NMB Education Committee, the Library Board, and Sabal Palm’s Educator of the Year

Earning her diploma was not an easy process, as
she had 4 children at home, as well as her other
responsibilities. However, she made the time to study
and sought guidance from the
library and her counselor as needed
until her program was completed.
We celebrate Imogene Woodstock’s
tenacity.
Adults
who
have
faced
circumstances that hindered their
ability to finish high school can
reach out to NMB Library and learn
how they can follow in Imogene’s
steps. The impact of future studies
and potential increase exponentially as one obtains a
high school diploma. Imogene is now well on her way
on her road to success.
2018, submitted the collaborative conservation program to the United Teachers of Dade (UTD) and received a Presidential Award. In December, participating students received small financial rewards and
participating schools and the NMB Library received
rain barrels as part of the grant. In a practical way,
these rewards will help further the understanding of
the importance of water to all living things.

Above: Lilah Chavarria was among many students who were recognized for participation
in “Imagine a Day Without Water”

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
One Language, Many Accents

Monster Mash Bash

The NMB Library transformed its service area into a delightful collective art
exhibit curated by Gutemberg Salinas. Visitors enveloped themselves in the arts
and met over two dozen artists whose works celebrated the distinctive cultures
of Hispanic Heritage with one language – Spanish.

Work Resumes at Taylor Park

Commissioner Smukler (R) with Malya Salzman
(L) who created a model of “El Patronato,”
the synagogue her grandmother, Elsa Busnicki
Salzman (middle) attended when she lived in
Cuba.

Curator Carlos Gutemberg and Videographer
Adriana Leiva were recognized for their work in
compiling artworks from over 40 international
artists and promoting the exhibit.

NMB Library Manager Edenia Hernandez
with Exhibition Artist Fredy Villamil.

Hazel Fazzino Park
Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony
On November 4, 2018, the City
of North Miami Beach hosted the
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Hazel
Fazzino Park. A mural for the park,
“Tree of Joy” by local NMB artist and
art instructor Alicia Maria Vallejo, was
also unveiled.
A longtime civic activist, Hazel
Fazzino was instrumental in North
Miami Beach beautification efforts.
Her passion was not only watching
NMB expand, but also ensuring that
the expansion happened beautifully.

Miami-Dade County has resumed
the environmental clean-up of Taylor
Park (15450 West Dixie Highway),
expected to be completed by the
end of this year.
The City of North Miami Beach will
begin the procurement process in
selecting an architect and engineering firm for the design and preparation of construction documents for
our new park.
As provided for in the Parks Master Plan, the new park is expected

to include 2 baseball fields for little
league play, a multi-purpose field,
a basketball court, sports lighting, a
playground, a shoreline path around
the Aqual Bowl to connect the east
side of the park to the west side, a
picnic pavilion by the water, a restroom and concession pavilion, and
additional parking lots.
Be on the look-out for further updates on this wonderful addition to
the North Miami Beach Parks and
Recreation inventory of Parks.

Above: Concept Plan for Taylor Park future facilities
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
Veterans Day Service

The City of North Miami Beach held
the annual Veterans Day Service
on November 12, 2018 at All Wars
Memorial Park. We paid tribute to the
men and women who have served and
continue to serve our country in order
to preserve our freedom. Veterans
were honored with a 21-gun salute,
special presentations, and awards.
Thanks to the following organizations
for their support and participation
in this event: North Miami Beach
Police Department, North Miami
Beach Police Explorers Post 287,
City of North Miami Beach Parks &
Recreation, North Miami Beach Public
Works Department, St. Andrew’s Pipe
Band of Miami, Boy Scout Troop 236,
Allen Chapel AME Church, La Puerta
Life Center, 3rd Day Church, and
Young Israel of Greater Miami.

Above (L to R): Retired NMBPD Law Enforcement Community Liaison Frantz Jean-Louis,
NMB Code Enforcement Officer Angel Guerrero, Marta Miranda, John Petroske, and NMBPD
Administrative Clerk April Wells-Jackson (not
photographed) were all inducted into the North
Miami Beach Veterans Hall of Fame.

The Greater North Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce hosted their Swearing-In Ceremony on November 15, 2018
for their newly elected officers: President
Evan S. Piper (former city commissioner),
1st Vice President Yona S. Lunger, 2nd Vice
President Silvia Vanni, Secretary Dr. Janie
Greenleaf, and Treasurer Yulia Vargas.

During November 2018, NMBPD
welcomed the new police vessel
which will continue to patrol the
intracoastal waters of NMB.
Above (Left): The St. Andrew’s Pipe Band.
Above (Right): Retired Navy Chief, Veteran John
Petroske sang “My Buddy” by Frank Sinatra at
the Veterans Day Service.

Holiday Tree Lighting
Celebration
The city charter officers thanked Mayor
Beth E. Spiegel, Commissioner Ingrid C.
Forbes and Commissioner Evan S. Piper
for their service on the North Miami Beach
Commission during the City Commission
meeting on November 27, 2018.

The North Miami Beach Police Department
Honor Guard Unit and Boy Scout Troop 236
posted the colors.

Farm Share Food Distribution
in partnership with

State Representative Barbara Watson

At the Menorah Lighting Ceremony L to R:
City Attorney Sarah L. Johnston, Commissioner McKenzie Fleurimond, Commissioner Fortuna Smukler, Commissioner Paule
Villard, City Manager Esmond K. Scott,
Greater NMB Chamber of Commerce 1st
Vice-President Yona Lunger, Commissioner
Michael Joseph, Mayor Anthony F. DeFillipo, Rabbi Ariel Yeshurun, City Clerk Pamela L. Latimore, Commissioner Phyllis S.
Smith, and Commissioner Barbara Kramer

On November 17, 2018 Farm Share hosted
a Free Food Distribution in partnership
with Florida State Representative Barbara
Watson at Allen Park. Over 400 families
were provided food and grocery items, just
in time for the Thanksgiving holiday season.

Highland Village Toy Drive

Commissioner Paule Villard, Commissioner Phyllis S. Smith, Mayor Anthony
F. DeFillipo, Commissioner McKenzie
Fleurimond and City Manager Esmond
K. Scott attended the Florida Department of Transporation (FDOT) Groundbreaking Ceremony at Golden Glades
Park & Ride Center. FDOT in partnership
with Miami-Dade County, began the design of a new and modern integrated
Multimodal Transportation Facility to upgrade the existing Golden Glades Park &
Ride Center.

Holiday Pig Roast & Toy Drive at
Washington Park
On December 15, 2018 NMB residents came together for Mayor DeFillipo’s annual Holiday Pig Roast and
Toy Drive at Washington Park Community Center.
Families enjoyed a day with free food, entertainment,
bounce houses, train rides, gifts and toys, bikes, raffles, and so much more. A warm thank you to all
sponsors: Jacobs Engineering, Waste Management,
Dolphin Towing, Walmart of North Miami Beach,
Señor Café, and Laurenzo’s Italian Market.

Employee Recognition Celebration

& City Manager’s Message

On December 12, 2018, City Manager Esmond K. Scott
hosted the Employee Recognition Celebration and City
Manager’s Message at the Julius Littman Theater. The
ceremony began with an inspiring presentation on the power
of determination by Evan S. Piper, president of the Greater
North Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce and former city
commissioner Employees were recognized for their hard
work and dedication to serving the City of North Miami
Beach. The City Manager also introduced his new initiative:
One Vision. One Mission. One City.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Snow Fest & Community Safety Day Parade
On December 8, 2018 nearly
15,000 participants kicked off the
holiday season at the Snow Fest
and Community Safety Day Parade (proudly sponsored by Jacobs
Engineering Group) – NMB’s largest signature event held annually
along NE 19th Avenue. The night
was filled with rides, attractions,
games, entertainment, food, selfies, “snow,” and more.
Snow Fest was emceed by Rodney Baltimore from HOT 105. The
Community Safety Day Parade was
led by the North Miami Beach Police Explorers. Following the Explorers were local marching bands
from North Miami Beach Senior
High School and The 9 Marching
Drum Corp, the NMB mayor and
commissioners, NMB City charter
officers, North Miami Beach departments such as Police, NMB
Water, Public Works, Parks and
Recreation, and the NMB Library.
Dancers from Fitness by Fernando, Tradisyon Lakou Lakay, and the
Cheerleaders of the NMB Youth
Athletic Club (Sun Devils) performed in the parade and cheered

on the crowds. Additional participants such as Miami-Dade Fire and
Rescue, the Ancient Spanish Monastery, Mystic Force Foundation,
and Madalon Law joined along in
their own vehicles and floats.
The North Miami Beach Police
Department also held the annual
Toy Drive at Snow Fest. Over 300
children and teens picked out their
own gifts from a large selection of
items that included race cars, action figures, board games, dolls,
and more.
Attendees enjoyed the rest of
the night with over 20 rides and
attractions, a snow mountain, photos with Santa, DIY holiday arts and
crafts, letters to Santa Claus, and
performances from Deep Fried
Funk, Porsha E. Jashae Jones, and
Halle Rae. Others indulged in
some of the tastiest treats from a
variety of food trucks including NY
Gyro, El Rincon Food Truck, Conch
Shack, Carribean Bites & Delights,
Fresh Flavor Fusion, Tacos Veracruz, Olive Onion, and many more.
We hope to see everyone again
next year.

Totor dressed up for the holiday season
with NMB officials.

Mystic Force Foundation participated in
the Community Safety Day Parade.

The North Miami Beach Senior High School
Chargers Cheerleaders.

Attendees enjoyed a night filled with free
attractions such as rides, carnival games,
photo booths, and more.

Miami Chinatown Kickoff Gala
The Miami-Dade County Chinatown
Project Committee hosted its Miami
Chinatown Kickoff Gala on January 5,
2019 at the Julius Littman Performing
Arts Theater. The event highlighted
the years of planning among the
County, the City and business owners
in the Chinatown of North Miami
Beach in order to make the district’s
vision a reality.

The Mayor and Commission presented
the Consulate General of the People’s
Republic of China in Houston with a
proclamation for the Miami Chinatown
Kickoff Gala.

This event was an excellent
collaborative effort with government
officials of North Miami Beach
officials, Miami-Dade County, the
staff of the Consulate General of the
People’s Republic of China, and the
Chinese Business Association. It was
a privilege and honor to serve as the
setting for such a memorable and
meaningful event.

The Miami Chinatown Vision continues
as Mayor DeFillipo met with investors
and key players who contribute to the
planning and success of Chinatown.

City NMB officials celebrated the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at the
5000 Role Models of Excellence Foundation’s 26th Annual Scholarship Breakfast.
Congrats to Congresswoman Frederica
Wilson and all the role models for a successful, inspirational program.

City NMB and the Greater North Miami
Beach Chamber of Commerce officials
attended the re-opening ribbon cutting
ceremony of Planet Fitness, located at
1630 NE 163 Street.
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