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An award-winning publication for the residents of North Miami Beach

SUMMER 2020
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NMB: We’re Stronger Together
2020 has been an extraordinary year so far, filled with
unprecedented challenges. But through it all, North
Miami Beach residents have been there for each other, lending a hand to friends, neighbors, and strangers
alike. Their daily demonstration of deep community
spirit, unity, and generosity served as the inspiration
for NMB’s new Stronger Together campaign.
Stronger Together celebrates NMB’s resiliency, diversity, vv and the power of community, especially during
trying times.

COMMISSIONER

Phyllis S. Smith

COMMISSIONER

Fortuna Smukler

During the pandemic, residents and businesses have
worked together to feed first responders, contributed household items and groceries to residents who
need it most, and organized car caravans to celebrate
neighbors’ birthdays, graduations, and other special
milestones.
The North Miami Beach City Commission came together and took a strong stand against racial injustice,
in the wake of George Floyd’s tragic death in Minneapolis. The Commission unanimously passed a resolution
to denounce his killing and reaffirmed the City’s commitment to advancing racial equality, diversity, and inclusion communitywide.

COMMISSIONER

Paule Villard

The commission joined the community in a peaceful
rally to show unity between the community and law
enforcement. A 40-car caravan, organized by the Haitian American Historical Society, traveled from North

Miami Beach to North Miami, displaying signs calling
for justice, accountability, and equality.
“In a community that’s so deep and rich with diversity,
I join you in calling for the creation of a new chapter in history. A chapter in which people of color can
live without fear,” noted Mayor Anthony F. DeFillipo.
“Change needs to come and it needs to come quickly.
Now is the time for us to unite,” he said.
NMB Police Chief William Hernandez pointed to the
success of the department’s community policing program, which creates valuable opportunities to listen to
and address the community’s concerns. “Each officer
is a stakeholder in our community, and in partnership
with our faith based leaders, our private businesses,
and most importantly our residents, we are making
things happen in a positive way,” the Chief emphasized.
City Manager Esmond K. Scott characterized the peace
rally that spanned two cities as somewhat historic. “We
are happy today that we can come together to discuss
and join hands in something as momentous as this.”
To showcase NMB’s unity, caring, and unwavering spirit, the City created a video called “Stronger Together,”
highlighting just some of the many residents, businesses, and City employees who make the City a special
place. Manager Scott debuted the Stronger Together
video during the finale of the Let’s Talk NMB series and
it can be found on our website at www.citynmb.com.
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City Attorney’s Office
Daniel Espino, City Attorney
(305) 948-2939
City Clerk’s Office
Andrise Bernard, CMC, City Clerk
(305) 787-6001
City Information/Switchboard
Tel. (305) 947-7581
Building Division
Daniel Ozuna, Building Official
(305) 948-2965 | nmbbldg@citynmb.com
Code Compliance Division
Alridge Merisier, Code Compliance Manager
(305) 948-2964 | nmbcode@citynmb.com
Community Development
Justin Proffitt, Director
(305) 948-2901 | comdev@citynmb.com
Community Redevelopment Agency
Horace A. McHugh, Asst. City Manager
(305) 787-6053 | nmbcra@citynmb.com
Customer Service: Utilities & Billing
(305-662-9283)
Human Resources
Francisco Rios, Director
(305) 948-2918 | nmbhr@citynmb.com
Library
Edenia Hernandez, Director
(305) 948-2970 | nmblib@citynmb.com
NMB Water
Jafeth Baez-Rossy, Director
(305) 948-2967
Parks and Recreation
Andrew Plotkin, Director
(305) 948-2957 | nmbparks@citynmb.com
Performing Arts Theater
Neville Prince, Manager
(305) 787-6005 | info@littmantheater.com
Planning & Zoning
Sharon Cino, Planning & Zoning Manager
(305) 948-2966
Police Department
William Hernandez, Chief of Police
Non-Emergency: (305) 949-5500
Emergency: 9-1-1
Public Affairs & Community Engagement
Greg Williams, Chief of Staff
(305) 787-6028 | public.affairs@citynmb.com
Public Works
Judeen Johnson, Director
(305) 948-2967 | pubworks@citynmb.com
Solid Waste
Van Harrington, Superintendent
(305) 948-2904
Water/Wastewater Emergencies
Weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: 305-948-2960
After Hours & Holidays: (305) 652-6460

Although COVID-19 has impacted all of us, it hasn’t deterred
our amazing staff and City Commission from providing our
community with the highest quality of service under challenging circumstances. This summer, please remember that we
must all continue to abide by CDC health and safety guidelines, follow social distancing, and limit social interactions.
I’m excited that Parks & Recreation is celebrating summer by
offering a series of virtual activities for our residents. These
include plans for parents and caregivers, as well as a Summer Camp, PlayStation Gaming League, and our Virtual Spirit
Month. Get ready to have a great summer with #NMBVirtualVibe!
The City has opened several parks and open spaces from sunrise to sunset for short-use intervals. Please enjoy everything
our parks offer while keeping social distancing top of mind.
Above all, remember to keep children safe. Be mindful of
your surroundings and make sure an adult is keeping an eye
on the youngsters, especially around lakes and canals.

Summer also marks the start of hurricane season. The NMB Hurricane
Guide -- available on our website -will help you prepare before, during,
and after a storm. Please follow us
on social media, and tune in to NMB
Radio 1610 AM for the latest information. Also, download the CodeRED app to receive emergency alerts and be #NMBStormReady!
Finally, congratulations to our high school graduates who live
in NMB! I know this was not the senior year you were expecting, but I’m sure the class of 2020 will change the world
-- you have already begun making history! Great things are
ahead and I could not be prouder that you are members of
our North Miami Beach family!
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call
me directly at (305) 948-2986 or send me an email at Anthony.Defillipo@citynmb.com. Thank you for allowing me the
opportunity to serve our great city!

City Manager’s Message
The last three months have been ones of great consternation for our city, our country, and indeed many regions across
the globe. The outcries of injustice; mistrust, and defunding
of police departments; job losses; a turbulent market; and
overall global uncertainty have gained our attention. All this
is amidst a pandemic of epic proportions that has claimed
far too many lives in this era of modern medicine, as well as
redefined normalcy. We are guardedly optimistic, however,
that this “new normal” will be temporary, even though spiking cases, election campaigns, and opinions on which lives
matter pervade and tend to suggest otherwise. For those of
us who see the glass and its contents from our different perspectives, these disruptions and realities inevitably unite us
and leave us clinging to the only thing that was left in Pandora’s Box - Hope.

Ahead, there is an uneasy climate of fiscal uncertainty. However, we will forge ahead with a team and leadership that have
constantly displayed fiscal responsibility resulting in sound financial management, and by extension, strong reserves.
Also amidst all this is a semblance of situational irony. While
many small business owners seek grants, loans, and a mixture
of financial offerings to keep businesses afloat, the City is involved in the 2020 Census. With a population on the cusp of
50,000, ours is still not yet an Entitlement City. A complete
count would allow us to get necessary federal funds to aid
in areas within our community where our hands are now tied
- especially our business community and residents in great
economic need. However, we will find a way.
When will it all end? As I write this, county orders are afoot
that could take us back to the county’s pre-opening stages.
There is so much that is unknown - but endure we must. How
we do that will be to employ all facets of safety, care, communication, compliance, understanding, and engaging our community. That will see us forging ahead- stronger together-with
one vision, one mission, and as one NMB.
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Hope is not lost because, amidst all this, the City of North
Miami Beach has remained a beacon to its residents. The resiliency of our community has been evident throughout Emergency Orders and all the adjustments made thus far to ensure
that safety, common sense, and good citizenship prevail. We
have recognized needs and through solid partnerships continue to deliver food to thousands of residents. The acts of
kindness have been aplenty. We bonded as a City, whether
it was through helping a family that had lost their belongings in a fire; birthday, graduation and Bat Mitzvah caravans
of love; the police officer who decided to comfort a crying
girl who had just lost her bicycle with a brand new replacement; or providing an 11-year-old visually impaired boy with
the opportunity to realize his dream of riding a bicycle. When
we had to modify areas of our operations by adjusting hours,
our Library, Building, and Parks and Recreation Departments
reinvented themselves. Our City Hall remained open to our

public - unlike many other municipalities - and our Police Department never missed a beat.
And you, the residents of NMB, have
been great partners in all of our efforts. Your understanding during this
period has made our work as public
servants so much easier. Thank you.
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Check us out on the web at:
www.citynmb.com

Dear neighbors,

CI T Y O F N

City Manager’s Office
Esmond K. Scott, City Manager
Sharon Ragoonan, Assistant City Manager
Horace A. McHugh, Asst City Manager
Janette Smith, Chief Financial Officer
(305) 948-2900 | nmbmgr@citynmb.com

Mayor’s Message
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The 2020 Census is in full swing.
The census is conducted every
ten years, and your participation
is critically important to our City of
North Miami Beach. An accurate
census count ensures that communities are adequately represented
and receive funding based on their
needs. Your involvement will help
bring additional investments to
our City.
Many do not realize that Census
participation is mandated by the
U.S. Constitution. Since 1870 the
U.S. has been conducting the Census to determine representation in
the U.S. House of Representatives
and to determine the amount of
federal taxes to be apportioned to
each community. Federal aid accounts for 33.2% or 25.5 billion of
the State of Florida’s general revenue. Without an accurate count,
Florida communities could be denied fully funded programs they
need and deserve.
The 2020 Census brings a new
opportunity to the City of North
Miami Beach and its residents.
During the 2010 Census NMB
was severely undercounted. As
per Census data, only 66% of the
NMB community participated in
the Census. That means that our
schools, roadways, social service
programs, public hospitals, libraries and parks received only

66% of the funding we deserved
but it had to be shared among
100% of our residents. We can
only imagine how an additional
34% would have benefitted our
children, our schools, lunch programs, social services and our
community.
The City of North Miami Beach
has suffered the impact of being undercounted. As a result of
the undercount the City failed to
reach “Entitlement” city status.
An “Entitlement” City is a metropolitan statistical area that reaches 50,000. Such cities receive
access to additional funds such
as Community Development
Block Grants (CDBG). CDBG
grants ensure decent, affordable
housing, provide services to the
most vulnerable in our communities, and create jobs through
the expansion and retention of
businesses. Being counted in the
2020 Census brings NMB residents the opportunity of obtaining these types of services once
again.
During this challenging time of
the COVID-19 pandemic, our
need for a complete count became more evident than ever.
Our NMB schools had to provide computers so that every
student could work from home
and continue to serve free lunch

Cityline Newsletter Team
DIVISION OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

(Right to Left) Editor in Chief: Greg Williams
Aide to Mayor & Commission: Jannette Nunez
General Clerk: Jasmine Rivera
Copy Editor: Aja Dorsainvil
Layout & Design: Rei Ramirez

service with only partial funding.
Our public hospitals faced challenges as we feared overloading
our emergency room beds and
ventilators. The City of North Miami Beach was unable to assist
residents needing help with their
mortgage, rent or business as a
direct result of the undercount.
Residents of nearby entitlement
cities had access to such funding
assistance to help
ameliorate the impact of unemployment caused by the
shutdown. Funding
for public assistance programs are
only accessible to
“Entitlement” cities, something the
2010 Census undercount failed to
deliver to NMB.
As a City we want
our residents to
succeed and enjoy
all that is possible.
We intend to ensure that every
individual in our community is
counted so that NMB can receive
appropriate representation and
funding by reaching the count of
50,001 residents. Having 100%
participation would serve to ensure the betterment of all the residents of our City of North Miami
Beach. At publication our City
sits at 55%, that’s 27% below the
state goal of 82%. We need each
and every person in each neighborhood to participate in order

to ensure that we reach our goal.
Everyone one of us Counts; from
newborns to grands each participant will impact the next 10 years
of NMB.
We have a great City, with magnificent programs, our location is enviable and our heart for community is even greater. Our diversity is
our strength. We are One Vision,
One Mission, One City and we can
make this opportunity
a reality of a better
future! At the end of
August 2020, properly identified Census
staff will be going out
to our neighborhoods
to ensure that everyone has participated.
We can get this done
before then. Let us
make 2020 the year
where our One vision
allows us to bring the
needed
resources
home to NMB.

You can make a difference
by responding before September 30. If you have already

participated, encourage your
neighbors to do the same. If you
have not done so yet, please visit www.2020Census.gov on your
phone or computer. If you have
questions, concerns or need access, please call our City of North
Miami Beach Library at (305) 9482970. Our staff is ready to assist
you. Your participation is key to
our success.

Sign-up to receive
CITYLINE
Newsletter via QR Code!
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NMB Library
1601 NE 164th Street
North Miami Beach, FL 33162
(305) 949-2970

VIRTUAL
PROGRAMS
OFFERED

FLORIDA REEMPLOYMENT AND
TANF FORMS

www.nmblib.org

For more information, call the library at 305-948-2970 or visit our
website, www.nmblib.com.

Library Hours:

Mon.-Thurs.: 9:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 9:30 a.m. - 4:50 p.m.

Free Internet Access
Wireless Technology
Programs for All Ages
Story Hour for Preschoolers
Voter Registration Services
IRS Forms
U.S. Passport Services
Research Databases
NMB Library on Social Media
Facebook & Instagram
@nmblib
Twitter
@nmb_library

As the impact of the
COVID-19 crisis
continues
to
evolve and change the work of libraries and library workers, North
Miami Beach Library is proving resourceful and resilient, serving as
a rich pipeline for content by delivering access to eBooks, movies,
music, virtual storytimes and so
much more through www.nmblib.
com, NMB Library’s Facebook
page, and the NMB Discovery Library YouTube
channel. Please
see a schedule of current online activities below.

Online Story Time  
Monday through Friday
at 11:00 am

National Library Week (April 19 25, 2020) was a time to celebrate the
contributions of our nation’s libraries
and library workers and to promote
library use and support. From free
access to books and online resources for families to providing essential
forms during the nationwide shut
down, North Miami Beach Public
Library offers opportunity to all. The
theme for National Library Week
2020 was “Find the Library at Your
Place, ” highlighting how NMB Library is offering the virtual services
and digital content our community needs now more than ever.
First sponsored in 1958, National
Library Week is sponsored by the
American Library Association (ALA)
and observed in libraries across
the country each April. All types
of libraries - school, public, academic, and special - participate.

phone and emails, and patrons can
request materials through curbside library book pick-up, Monday
through Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m.

Citizenship
Monday at 12:00 pm
Zumba Gold  		
Tuesday and Thursday
at 10:00 am
Fun & Games 	
Wednesday at 2:00 pm
English Café		
Wednesday at 12:00 pm
Alicia Arts			
Thursday at 2:00 pm
Crafty Kids			
Friday at 11:00 am
Census One on One
Friday at 3:00 pm
First sponsored in 1958, National
Library Week is sponsored by the
American Library Association (ALA)
and observed in libraries across the
country each April. All types of libraries - school, public, academic,
and special - participate.

NMB Library also provides copies of
Florida Reemployment and TANF
forms in English, Spanish, and Creole at self-service stations in front
of the Library Monday through
Friday, 9:30 am – 4 pm. For assistance with filling out these forms
or for help with the 2020 Census,
call the Library during business
hours at 305-948-2970.

SUMMER READING
KICKOFF

North Miami Beach Public Library’s
Summer Reading Program is generously supported by the City of
North Miami Beach, the North Miami Beach Public Library Friends
Foundation, and SEFLIN, the
Southeast Florida Library Information Network. SEFLIN is a non-profit
membership organization of Southeast Florida libraries dedicated to
supporting cooperation between
all library types in Broward, Martin, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach
counties.
(All current library services will remain
alongside the summer program.)

The NMB Library’s 2020 Summer
Reading Program, “Imagine Your
Story,” will be held June 6 through
August 12. It is free and open to
everyone, preschool through adult,
with programs, prize drawings, storytimes, a reading club, and more.
Everyone who completes Summer
Reading Program activities will be
signed up for the grand prize drawing. Registration for the summer
reading program may be completed online at nmb.readsquared.com,
by calling the Library at 305-9482970, or via email at DiscoveryLibrary@citynmb.com.
Highlights of the 2020 Summer
Reading Program include Page
Turners Adventures virtual programming Monday through Friday, a
Teen Game Day Zoom program on
Tuesdays, Sip and Stitch for adults
and Zoom Reading Adventures storytimes for children on Wednesdays,
and much more. Event information
can be found on the Library’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
NMBLIB.
Along with summer programming,
the Library is also offering socially distanced Internet access in its
lobby, staff are answering the tele-

#BeCountedNMB

Community Spotlight
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Car Caravan for Abigail
Fils-Aime 10th Birthday

Wislin Oliver Joseph DriveBy Birthday Caravan Parade

NMB Chamber + Morton’s
The Steakhouse

Joshua’s Heart Foundation +
CypSquad

Drive-by birthday caravan parade for
10-year-old Abigail Fils-Aime on her
special day.

City staff coming together to celebrate
11-year-old Wislin Oliver Joseph’s birthday.

Partnering with NMB Chamber of
Commerce, and Morton’s The Steakhouse
to deliver 25 meals to medical workers at
Jackson North Medical Center.

Partnering with Joshua’s Heart Foundation
and the Johnathan Cyprien’s CypSquad
Foundation to deliver groceries to 400
residents.

Partnership with
McDonald’s

Celebrity Chef Ivan Dorvil

Greynolds Park Elementary
School Kindergarten

Partnership with
FPL+Joshua’s Heart
Foundation

NMB Staff join in celebrating Greynolds
Park Elementary Kindergarten's 2020 class
graduation

Florida Power & Light and Joshua’s Heart
Foundation working together to establish
connections that help rebuild partnerships.

Partnering with McDonald’s to feed 50 staff
who worked to distribute groceries to
700 residents.

Chef Ivan Dorvil deliver 50 meals to
healthcare professionals on the front line at
Jackson North Medical Center.

PF Chang’s Deliver Meals
to JHS

Allison Academy
Graduation

Macken Companies + JCS
Kosher Food Bank

Partnering with Feeding South Florida to
distribute groceries to 700 residents.

Partnering with PF Chang’s to deliver 25 meals
to healthcare professionals at Jackson North
Medical Center.

Allison Academy holding its drive-by
graduation ceremony for the class of 2020
in front of City Hall.

Supporting Macken Companies and Jewish
Community Services Kosher Food Bank’s
drive-thru distribution.

Peaceful Caravan Rally

JFK Middle School
Graduation Ceremony

Isabela Drive-by Birthday

Amanda Lebron Birthday
Caravan Parade

Peaceful Carvan Rally from North Miami
Beach to North Miami Police Department in
honor of justice and equality,

John F. Kennedy Middle School
holding its drive-by graduation ceremony
for the class of 2020.

NMB Mayor and City staff coming together
to celebrate 7-year-old Isabela's birthday.

Wishing 17-year-old Amanda Lebron a
happy birthday with drive-by caravan
parade from city staff and family.

Feeding South Florida
Mega Drive-Thru
Distribution
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Parks & Recreation
17051 NE 19th Avenue
North Miami Beach, FL 33162
(305) 949-2957

www.citynmb.com/parks

Parks COVID-19
New Normal Initiative

C I T Y N M B . CO
M Social Media
Parks & Recreation
on

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
@NMBParksRec

Community Centers:
Allen Park/DeLeonardis Youth Ctr
1770 NE 162 Street
(305) 948-2927
Highland Village Community Ctr
13621 NE 21 Avenue
(305) 787-0540
Marjorie & William McDonald Ctr
17051 NE 19 Avenue
(305) 948-2972
Ronald A. Silver “Y.E.S.” Ctr
17051 NE 19 Avenue
(305) 948-2972
Uleta Park Community Ctr
386 NE 169 Street
(305) 652-3658
Washington Park Community Ctr
13621 NE 21 Avenue
(305) 948-2957

PARKS
GUIDELINES
The City of North Miami Beach Parks
and Recreation wants to remind you
that park employees may limit the
number of persons in parks/open
spaces to ensure social distancing is
maintained as well as the time spent
in the parks/open spaces in order to
ensure access to other patrons. Police, park rangers, and roving park
teams will ensure compliance with
these rules and CDC/State Health
Department
social
distancing
guidelines. Park users must wear a
face covering and provide their own
water or hydration source since the
water fountains remain closed.

During these uncertain times the
City of North Miami Beach Parks
and Recreation Department is taking steps to reopen its parks. The
approach is to begin with safe, responsible strategies for individual/
family park access and gradually
move to full recreation and sports
programming in phases, protect
citizens and park employees by
following CDC/State Health Department guidelines, including sixfoot social distancing, groups of 10
people or fewer, and face covering
for all employees and park users.
The City has opened its passive
parks/open spaces from sunrise
to sunset. During this phase the
Parks and Recreation Department
encourages these open parks to
be used in short use intervals of 1
to 2 hours. Park use is for individual and family passive and limited
activities only, such as walking,
jogging, hiking, cycling, and quiet
enjoyment of the outdoors. Tennis play and individual racquetball

NMB Virtual Vibe
The Parks and Recreation Department has implemented a new form
of recreation through the virtual
realm. This new normal includes
simulated crafts, videos, educational instruction, virtual tours, activities,
fitness classes, and games. Come
discover a database of educational resources with lessons, activities,
and plans for parents, caregivers,
and youth of all ages and abilities.
#NMBVirtualVibe
The following can be enjoyed right
from the comfort of home:
Summer Camp with NMB
Each week has a theme with different activities taking place.
Play Station Gaming League
NMB Teens | NBA 2KLIVE, NFL
LIVE, Dance Revolution
Virtual Spirit Month #NMBKids

play will be allowed at the Judge
Arthur I. Snyder Tennis Center.
Below is a list of the parks that are
open from sunrise to sunset:
• Carter Tyree Park
• Corporal Howard B. Hinson Park
• Dolphin Park
• Donald E. Bonhan Sr. Park
• Housea Sauls Park
• Jack Chaiken Park
• Lucenda Neal Park
• Phillippe Derose Park
• Martin Luther King Park
• Schenkenberger Park
• Snake Creek Canal Trail
All other parks and community
centers remain closed
Below is a list of amenities whose
use is not allowed:
• Playgrounds
• Basketball courts
• Outdoor exercise equipment
• Recreation buildings
(summer camp only)
• Picnic shelters
• Picnic tables/benches
• Sports fields (NMB youth sports
organizations per pre-approval
and scheduling)
• Swimming pools
• Park lighting (will remain off)
• Water fountains

Superhero Day – Look the Part!
Get yourself and your child suited
up with these fun crafts and design
your superhero costumes. Show
children the importance of having
heroes and being a hero to others.
Joins us live via Facebook Conference.
Sports Day - Are you a sports fan?
This is the day to show off your favorite sport or your favorite team
with as much spirit as you can. The
choice is to dress up in your favorite team’s apparel or dress up as a
player of your favorite sport. Let everyone know what you are a fanatic
about! Children who choose not
to participate will wear their school
uniform for the day.
Pajama Jam Day - Wear your pajamas, house shoes, and stay comfy
-- but be ready to jam with our NMB
DJ Live via Facebook!
First Responders Day – Show support for our first responders by creating thank you videos, artwork, or dress
up as your favorite first responders.

All Emergency Order
operations remain fluid and
are subject to change.

Pools

Community pools were allowed to
open on June 1, 2020 under the
County’s Emergency Order and
new normal guidelines. However, in
North Miami Beach, June 1 marked
the beginning of our Victory Pool
main pool liner removal and installation work. Weather permitting,
the replacement will take about
one month to complete. As that
work progresses, the department
is monitoring other agencies that
have opened their pools and evaluate those operations under the new
normal guidelines.

Summer Camp
Summer Camps were allowed to
open on June 8, 2020 under the
County’s Emergency Order and new
normal guidelines. The City’s Parks
team devised a plan for the opening of three (3) locations at Highland Village, Washington and Uleta
Park for a half-day program beginning June 22, 2020. Please note
that this is not a traditional summer
camp, but more of a summer care
program, and the number of children served has been significantly
reduced per the new normal guidelines. Registration for this summer
care program was conducted by
lottery system from the City’s pool
of year-round resident afterschool
participants at the three Children’s
Trust sites.

Improving Your Park System
The City of North Miami Beach Parks
and Recreation Department has
upcoming projects to enhance our
park system and quality of life. Uleta Park outdoor field and basketball
courts will receive an LED lighting
upgrade and the playground will
receive a covered shade system. A
new swing set will be added to the
Victory Park playground, and a new
pool liner will be installed in the
Aquatics Center. Columbia Park
playground will be enhanced with
a new safer poured in place (PIP)
material, replacing the old safety
surface of engineered fiber mulch.
Barry Schreiber playground will be
upgraded with a new ADA accessible playground along with other
structural components. Please stay
tuned for news about other great
projects on the horizon.
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Parks & Recreation
Salute to Parks and Recreation
Parks and Recreation Month in July!

Since 1985, America has celebrated
July as the nation’s official Park and
Recreation Month. The field of parks
and recreation is already vital, and
during this pandemic, more light
has been shone on its importance.
Park and recreation professionals
are frontline staff, confronting our
most pressing needs, providing essential services, and making their
communities better places to live,
work and play.
During this challenging time, the
City of North Miami Beach Parks
and Recreation Department has
been working hard to serve the
city through food distributions and
deliveries to those in need, daily routine cleaning of the trolleys,

providing safe and clean parks and
facilities, offering summer care to
our youth under the new normal
and CDC guidelines, providing virtual programming, and being ready
and willing to assist in other areas of
the City as needed.
At their meeting of July 21, 2020,
the City of North Miami Beach Mayor and Commission issued a proclamation to declare July Park and
Recreation Month. The City’s Parks
and Recreation team members are
true heroes of the community, so
please help to celebrate them by
posting a favorite parks and recreation story on the NMB Parks and
Recreation Instagram and Facebook
page @nmbparksrec.
Always remember: It starts in parks!

Planning & Zoning Department
Mixed-Use Phase II
Upcoming Public
Hearings

As the world heads into a new normal,
the Planning and Zoning Division continues to provide services to residents,
business owners, and developers. Via
virtual meetings the Planning and Zoning Board has continued to hold public
hearings and provide recommendations
for a variety of development projects in
the City. Due to the COVID-19 State of
Emergency some items have been delayed.
To stay up-to-date on Planning and
Zoning Board meetings, please visit
our agenda center here: https://www.
citynmb.com/AgendaCenter/Planning-Zoning-Board-3. One exciting item
moving forward is the rezoning of NE
163rd Street. The rezoning of commercial properties along NE 163rd Street

will allow for a variety of business uses
and relax parking requirements under
the new mixed-use designation. Our
Planning and Zoning website contains
videos of presentations and community input that consist of comprehensive plan amendments and zoning text
amendments that have resulted in the
new rezoning code language. Find out
more about the new mixed-use districts by visiting: https://www.citynmb.
com/290/Planning-Zoning.

Protect Your Property
From Flooding
As our community continues to cope with the
COVID-19 pandemic, consider that hurricane season is upon us. Now is the
time when business owners and residents should prepare and make more
informed decisions to help ensure their
safety and protect their homes from
flooding:
The City of North Miami Beach offers
assistance with a variety of ways to mitigate flooding risks and support residents and business owners:
• Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)

2020 CENSUS DEADLINE

SEPTEMBER 30
#BECOUNTED

The FIRM is an official map, on which
FEMA has delineated both the Special
Flood Hazard Areas and the risk premiums zones applicable to The City of
North Miami Beach. If you are unsure
of the flood risks at your property, the
City can provide information from the
FIRM, given your property address.
• Elevation Certificates (E.C.)
The City of North Miami Beach maintains Elevation Certificates for buildings built or substantially improved in
the special flood hazard area (SFHA).
To find out if an Elevation certificate is

available for your property contact us
at (305) 948-2966 or by email: nmbcomdev@citynmb.com
• Flood Protection Assistance
If requested, the Floodplain Manager/Building Official and Public Works
Administrator will visit a property to
review its flood problem and explain
possible ways to stop flooding or prevent flood damage.
• Flood Insurance
The City is available to assist property owners in coordinating with lenders, real estate agents, and insurance
agents with issues related to flood
insurance requirements. Federal law
requires that a flood zone determination be completed as a condition
of receiving a federally backed grant
or loan. This determination confirms
whether the structure is in a Special
Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) and if so,
to require flood insurance.
Because of the City’s participation in the
Community Rating System of the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
flood insurance from the NFIP is available for any property in North Miami
Beach. Contact the Floodplain Manager/Building Official at (305) 948-2965 or
by email to nmbcomdev@citynmb.com
for any additional information.
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Public Works Department
The City’s Stormwater Master
Plan was recently completed
by consultant Craven Thompson
& Associates.
The plan involves the following:
• Thorough collection of the City’s
drainage inventory and analysis of the
drainage system.
• Projecting models aimed at mitigating flooding during storm events.

The City’s stormwater division has
recently replaced other outfalls and
crossings on NE 133, NE 168 and
NE 170 Streets. These newly installed pipes are (HDPE) high density polyethylene and less susceptible
to corrosion.
The Public Works Department engaged contractor Maggolc. Inc. to
perform the work on both projects.

• Identification of flood prone areas.
• Development of drainage solutions.
• Recommended Drainage Improvements:
• Installation of an extensive network of interconnected exfiltrtion
trench systems with outfall connections where possible.

Setting out to replace damaged pipe at
NE 166St.

• Replacement of many of the
existing outfalls into the Snake
Creek Canal (C-9) and Intracoastal Waterway, while also proposing
new outfalls.
• Improvements to the city’s drainage control networks will improve
water quality while providing additional storage volume to help
prevent flooding.
The City has already started implementing some of the recommendations. On Monday, April 27, 2020
work commenced on replacing five
storm outfalls on NE 35 Avenue in
Eastern Shores. The existing metal
pipes function as part of the drainage system in this area that collects water from the roadway and
positively discharges into the intra-coastal waterway. These aged
metal pipes have become corroded, causing them to collapse. Replacing these pipe crossings are
essential to prevent flooding in the
streets. There has been a more rapid rate of decay in the pipes recently
that may be attributed to sea level
rise and inundation by KING tides.
KING tides are exceptionally high
tides that coastal areas typically experience once or twice a year. The
project is estimated to cost approximately $60,000 and will be paid for
from the City’s Stormwater Fund.

CITY PROJECTS

UPCOMING PROJECTS
• NMB Library
Installation of new carpet 		
and hard flooring will be 		
installed to provide better 		
customer service.
• City Hall Elevator
Upgrade of existing elevator mechanical Components will be replaced.

• Patricia A. Mishcon Park
Artificial Turf
Project consists of replacing existing grass with artificial turf. Soil remediation needs to be completed.

PROJECTS IN PROGRESS
• NE 183rd Street Bike Lane/
New Watermain
New bike lanes along NE 183rd
Street from Snake Creek Canal
to NE 19th Avenue. New watermain replacement is part of this
project.

the project has been completed.
This project is partially funded
by Community
Redevelopment
Agency.

• Washington Park Design
Designing of the project is in
progress.

• Road to Zero Grant
Partially funded State Grant for
Roadway Improvements project
on NE 13th Avenue was awarded
and project should commence by
middle of August. The Solar-Powered Radar Speed Display Systems were delivered to the Police
Department. Public Education
and Enforcement continues.

• Patricia A. Mishcon Park
Soil assessment samples were
taken and findings sent to Miami-Dade County Environmental
Resources
Management
• Julius Littman Theater
Roof Replacement
Replacement of approximately
12,000 square feet will start in
August.

Drainage retrofitting progress.

• FL. Beautification Grant
Landscaping on NE 167th Street
Between
NE 8th Avenue and NE 15 Avenue.

• Tree Pit System
Installation of new porous tree
pit system around 250 trees to
replace missing grates on Hanford Blvd. Approximately 75% of

• Human Resources Renovation
Renovation of the Human Resources office to provide better
customer services. The drawings
were approved and will be
going out for bid in August.
• Skylake Wall
Project has started. Project consists of painting, artificial ivy panels installed and new sign.

COMPLETED PROJECTS

Temporary closure to facilitate work.

• Jack Chaiken Park
Project consisted of new trees,
New bus shelter, park sign and
Landscaping. This project was
completed For Arbor Day.

• Ronald A. Silver “YES” Center
Replacement of approximately
6,000 square feet will be completed by end of July.

• Neat Streets Tree Planting Grant
Total of 62 trees planted along
bus stops and citywide.
• Hazel Fazzino Park
Installation of new lighting is being installed along the walking path.
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Are you #NMBStormReady? Hurricane Season ends November 30 and it’s important to remain prepared.

Special Flood Hazard Areas
When the City's drainage system was built over 30 years
ago, it could handle all but
the largest storms. Heavy rains
or continuous rainfall overloaded
this aging system, and properties,
par-particularly in low lying areas, causing flooding. In2006,
the City of North Miami Beach upgraded its-storm water system to
reduce flood levels and protect
properties. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
has designated certain areas within
the City of North Miami Beach as
"Special Flood Hazard Areas." Various portions of the city fall within
different elevation requirements
and are more or less likely to experience flooding.
Prepare to Be Safe When It Floods
When flash flood or other flood
notices are issued, there are safety
precautions you can take to protect
your family and property. Listed below are some actions you can take:
• Do not walk or drive through
standing or flowing water.
Downed power lines, sink-holes,
or actual canals may exist that you
can-not see.
• Avoid power lines that have
fallen. They might still have power, and can cause electrocution.
• Turn off the power in your
house. This includes propane and
other gas tanks and lines.
• Watch your step in damaged
and flooded areas. Slip and fall
accidents are a leading cause of
injuries after storms and other disasters.
• Use caution when approaching
animals after a disaster. Even domesticated animals may react to
stress by biting or attacking.
• Do not smoke or use candles
or open flames in your home until
you can be sure no gas leaks exist.
If you suspect a gas leak, ventilate
the home and other enclosed areas to dissipate the gas.
• If you need to evacuate, plan

ahead by having an evacuation kit
ready, and include medications,
blankets, water, and other essentials you and your family will need.
Contact relatives and let them
know where you are going, and
don't forget to shutter the house
and take care of your pets before
you go!

low level windows.
• Build flood walls, berms or swales
to direct storm-water to proper disposal areas.
• Buildings can also be permanently retrofitted by elevating
the entire building, adding flood
proofing materials to the building
or adding a second story and using the bottom story for parking,
access and storage. The Building
Department offers technical assistance for residents who need
more information with retrofitting
existing structures or properly locating and building new structures.
To schedule a site visit with a representative, please contact the City’s
Building Official at(305) 948-2965.

Flood Insurance Can Help You
Recover from a Disaster
Did you know homeowner's insurance policies do not cover flood
damage? Disaster assistance programs will not cover all of your
losses. However, because the City
of North Miami Beach participates
in the National Flood Insurance
Pro-gram, you can purchase a separate flood insurance policy. Federal law requires all properties located in the Special Flood Hazard
Area that is secured by a federally
backed mortgage (FHA,VA, FNMA,
etc.) to carry flood insurance. Flood
insurance is backed by the federal government and is available to
everyone, even for properties that
have never flooded. Usually these
policies only cover the building's
structure and not the contents.
Be sure you have content coverage and that the policy limits are
sufficient to cover the present day
value of your losses. You can cover your home's structure for up to
$250,000 and its con-tents for up
to $100,000. Business structures
are covered up to $500,000 Note:
A policy will take 30 days from application to effective date of coverage.

Natural & Beneficial Functions of
the Floodplain
Floodplains in our City serve a beneficial purpose to our quality of life.
These low areas are where rainfall
goes to drain, and when the rainfall
drains into the ground, this helps
reduce flooding, and recharges our
drinking water supply. Some examples of floodplains in North Miami Beach are the areas surrounding the Snake Creek Canal and
Maule Lake. These floodplains also
serve as filters of storm-water runoff as it seeps through the ground
and into our aquifer. This aquifer is
our only source of drinking water,
and this filtering helps contain pollution before it reaches our aquifer.
It is important that we appreciate
our floodplains, and try to maintain,preserve, and keep these areas clean whenever possible.

Protect Your Property
There are things you can do to minimize dam-age before the event
occurs. Using some of the following techniques can be helpful to
protect your home or business.
For hurricanes and wind events,
shutter your homes.
• Elevate all important furniture,
appliances, and other electrical
items.
• Re-grade your yard to direct
storm water away from your house,
but do not send this storm water to
your neighbors!
• Put all low-lying electrical fixtures
on separate circuits.
• Use sand bags around doors and

Listen for Flood "Warning Notices"
The National Weather Service
continually monitors local weather conditions. If major flooding is
anticipated within the City, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) will broadcast notices like Flood Warning, Urban Flood Advisory or Flash Flood
Warning Notices through television
and radio stations, such as TV Channels 4, 6, 7 and 10, and radio stations such as WIOD (610AM) and
Big 105.9 (FM). These notices are
intended to help residents prepare
for the possibility of heavy flooding
in their neighborhoods. The City
recommends that residents tune

into these broadcasts and prepare
for flooding when it may occur.
Warning times may be as long as
five days for hurricanes, or one
to two hours notice for flash floods
and urban advisories. The key is to
keep aware of these notices when
watching, listening to or reading
the various media sources.
Development Means Progress in
Our City!
Did you know all new construction,
even in low risk flood areas requires a building permit? Before
you start to demolish, fill, construct
an addition, or for any improvements you may be planning, please
contact the City's Building Division,
at (305) 948-2965 for the appropriate permit application. If you see
construction occurring without
permits, please report this to the
City's Code Compliance Division,
at (305) 948-2964. Remember, if a
storm occurs, buildings constructed without the proper permits
could cause damage to your home
or other structures, and may be
dangerous to the whole neighborhood!
Planning Home Improvements?
Had Damage to Your Home or
Business?
The City of North Miami Beach
floodplain standards includes a
rule that is known as substantial
improvement/substantial damage.
If your structure is substantial improved or substantial damaged, it
will then have to comply with the
current elevation requirements,
and other floodplain requirements
for that area. This is important for
City residents and business owners
to know because many structures
built before these rules were created are below the required elevations. If the flood-plain standards
were applied to these structures
they would have to be elevated to
comply with cur-rent rules. Therefore, it is important that we all
know this rule, know the elevation
of our structures, and how that elevation compares with the current
stan-dard. This is one reason an Elevation Certificate is so important
for all property owners to have. After 1997 the Building Division has
maintained elevation certificates
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(EC) for all buildings constructed or
substantially improved.
Substantial Improvement is any
combination of repairs, reconstruction, alteration, addition, or
an improvement to a building or
structure, taking place during a (5)
year period, in which the cumulative cost equals or exceeds fifty
(50%) percent of the market value
of a building, or structure before
the"start of construction" of the
improvement. Substantial damage
is damage of any origin sustained
by a structure whereby the cost of
restoring the structure to its before
damaged condition would equal or
exceed 50 percent of the market
value of the structure before the
damage occurred.
Help Us Keep Our Waters Clean
Did you know that it is illegal to
throw any-thing, ANYTHING AT
ALL, into the lakes, canals, or other
waters of the City? Do you know that
nothing but storm water is allowed
to go to the storm drains located in
streets, rights-of-way, and parking
lots?Dumping of materials into our
waters or drains pol-lutes these
waters, clogs our storm drains, and
leads to increased flooding in our
neighborhoods. Please report any
discharges to bodies of water or
storm drains to the County's 24hour complaint telephone number,
305-372-6955, or Crime Stoppers
at 305-471-TIPS.

What is Stormwater
Runoff?

Stormwater runoff occurs when
precipitation from rain flows over
the ground. Impervious surfaces like driveways, sidewalks and
streets prevent stormwater from
naturally soaking into the ground.
Why is Stormwater Runoff a Problem? Stormwater can pick up debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants and flow into a storm-sewer
system or directly to a lake, stream,
river, wetland or coastal water.
Anything that enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated
into the water bodies we use for
swim- ming, fishing and providing
drinking water.
Stormwater Pollution Solutions
Residential
Recycle or properly dispose of

Understanding Your Flood Zones
To identify a community's flood
risk, FEMA conducts a Flood Insurance Study. The study includes
information on canal and stream
flows, storm tides, hydrologic/hydraulic analyses and rainfall topographic surveys. FEMA uses this
data to create the flood hazard
maps – the Digital Flood Insurance
Rate Maps (DFIRMS) that outline
your community's different flood risk
areas. FEMA periodically updates
those maps.
Here are the definitions for all
flood zone designations shown
in NMB:
Zone AE
Base Flood Elevations determined
Zone X
Areas of 0.2% annual chance
flood; areas of 1% annual chance
flood with average depths of
less than 1 foot or with drainage
area less than 1 square mile; and
areas protected by leaves from
1% annual chance flood.
Zone X
Areas determined to be outside
of the 0.2% annual chance flood
plain.
Be Aware!
In the event of a Category 4 or 5
Hurricane, if you must evacuate,
shelter information will be broadcast at the time of emergency. Citihousehold products that contain
chemicals, such as insecticides,
pesticides, paint, solvents, and
used motor oil and other auto
fluids. Don’t pour them onto the
ground or into storm drains.
Auto Care: Washing your car and
degreasing auto parts at home can
send detergents and other contaminants through the storm-sewer system. Dumping automotive
fluids into storm drains has the
same result as dumping the materials directly into a water body. Use
a commercial car wash that treats
or recycles its wastewater, or wash
your car on your yard so the water
infiltrates into the ground. Repair
leaks and dispose of used auto
fluids and batteries at designated
drop-off or recycling locations.

zens may always contact the Police and Fire Departments. Below
are some important phone numbers:

• Police Department:
(305) 949-5500
• Streets and Storm Water:
(305) 948-2942
• Building Department:
(305) 948-2965
• Planning and Zoning Div.:
(305) 948-2966
• Code Compliance Div.:
(305) 948-2964
• Comm. Redevelopment Agency:
(305) 787-6053

Map Information Services
The City has incorporated a GIS,
a geographic information system that is a system designed
to capture, store, and manipulate,
all types of spatial or geographical data which includes designated
flood zones. In addition, the City
provides topographic contour maps
that show the elevation, terrain, and
flood depth of the land surface. If
you would like to see if your property
is located in a Special Flood Hazard
Area or would like to receive flood
maps, please make sure to call the
Planning and Zoning Department at
(305) 948-2966 or visit our web-site
at www.citynmb.com/flood.
Financial Assistance Programs
If you are a repetitive loss propLawn Care: Excess fertilizers and
pesticides applied to lawns and
gardens wash off and pollute waterways. In addition, yard clippings
and leaves can wash into storm
drains and contribute nutrients
and organic matter to water bodies. Don’t over water your lawn.
Consider using a soaker hose instead of a sprinkler. Use pesticides
and fertilizers sparingly. When
necessary, use these chemicals in
the recommended amounts. Use
organic mulch or safer pest control methods whenever possible.
Compost or mulch yard waste. Do
not leave it in the street or sweep
it into storm drains. Cover piles of
dirt or mulch being used in landscaping projects.
Pet Waste: Pet waste can be a major source of bacteria and excess

erty or have an insurable building
for which two or more claims of
more than $1,000 were paid
by the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) within any rolling
ten-year period, since 1978, please
note that there are programs such
as the Hazard Mitigation Grant and
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant to
offer financial assistance. Websites
such as mysafefloridahome.com
and fema.gov can assist in finding
out if you are eligible for grants or
disaster assistance.
nutrients in local waters. When
walking your pet, remember to
pick up the waste and dispose of
it properly. Flushing pet waste is
the best disposal method. Leaving
pet waste on the ground increases public health risks by allowing
harmful bacteria and nutrients to
wash into storm drains and eventually into local water bodies. Septic Systems: Leaking and poorly
maintained septic systems release
nutrients and pathogens (bacteria
and viruses) that can be picked up
by storm water and dis- charged
into nearby water bodies. Pathogens can cause public health problems and environmental concerns.
Inspect your system every 3 years
and pump your tank as necessary
(every 3 to 5 years). Do not dispose
of house- hold hazardous waste in
sinks or toilets.
For more information, contact:
North Miami Beach Public Works
Department: 17050 NE 19th Av
or Call 305-948-2967

•Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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Water Department
NMB Water Hosts
2020 Drop Saver Contest
for Area Students

(305) NMBWATER

Smart Water
Conservation

• Globally, the agricultural sector
consumes about 70% of the planet’s accessible freshwater – more
than twice that of industry (23%)
and dwarfing municipal use (8%)
• More than half of the U.S. population (54%) lives in cities that have
vulnerable water supplies
• A small bag of peanut M&M’s
requires 300 gallons of water to
produce
• In 2030, 47% of the world population will be living in areas of
high-water stress
• Over the past 40 years the
world’s population has doubled –
while water use has quadrupled
• Water expands by 9% when it
freezes
• Americans drink more than one
billion glasses of tap water per day
• American use 5.7 billion gallons
per day from toilet flushes

In early March, before the global
Coronavirus pandemic took hold
and caused the Miami-Dade school
year to shift in a new, unprecedented direction, NMB Water held a
water conservation art contest for
local students.

All participating schools and teachers were encouraged to add valuable lessons to their studies and
share numerous beneficial water
conservation tips with their students, as well as the residents of
North Miami Beach.

All participating students, in 3 divisions, were tasked with coming
up with creative entries that best
represented the importance of
water conservation efforts for our
planet. Just as in previous, annual
Drop Saver contests, the talented
children put pen, paint and marker
to paper and let their young imaginations run like a wild river. The
winning student entries were each
awarded Amazon Gift Cards –
$100 for 1st place, $75 for 2nd and
$50 for 3rd. Below are the winners
of the 2020 Drop Saver contest as
judged by select NMB Water personnel.

To highlight the value that NMB
Water brings to the community, the
students were taught why drinking
our delicious tap water is so much
better for the environment than
bottled water. Some of the tips and
insight that the students learned
includes the following:
• Americans spent roughly $13 billion on bottled water last year, up
6% from 2013
• We’re drinking roughly 34 gallons of bottled water annually per
capita, up from just 1.6 gallons in
1976
• According to the EPA, many bottled waters are just tap water that’s
sometimes filtered. And bottled
water costs many times more than
tap water
• Only an estimated 23% of disposable plastic water bottles are
recycled
• South Florida is one of the wettest areas of the country that typically gets about 53 inches of rainfall a year
• Approximately 90% of the water used in homes and businesses
comes from groundwater sources called aquifers – the remaining
10% comes from surface waters
such as lakes, community ponds,
and rivers
• Both surface and groundwater
supplies are primarily recharged by
rainfall

Second & Third Grade Winners
• 1st Place: Ariel Sepe (2nd Grade
– Oak Grove Elementary)
• 2nd Place: Ari Youte (2nd Grade
– Oak Grove Elementary)
Fourth & Fifth Grade Winners
• 1st Place: Carlatcheen Noel
Saint (5th Grade – Fulford Elementary)
o Carlatcheen also placed
second in the American Water
Works Association for the State
of Florida
• 2nd Place: Nailen Battista (4th
Grade – Fulford Elementary)
• 3rd Place: Brian Smith (5th
Grade – Bunche Park Elementary)
Middle School Winners
• 1st Place: Sophia Deleon (8th
Grade – Norland Middle School)
• 2nd Place: Talianna Turner (7th
Grade – Norland Middle School)
• 3rd Place: Breanna Bonitto (8th
Grade – Norland Middle School)
The Drop Saver Contest is held
every Spring in conjunction with
Water Conservation celebrations
throughout the world.

Smart Water
Conservation Tips

• Keep drinking water in the refrigerator instead of letting the faucet
run until the water is cool
• Wash fruits and vegetables in a
basin & use a vegetable brush
• Do not use water to defrost frozen foods; thaw in the refrigerator
overnight
• Operate the dishwasher only
when completely full
• Never use your toilet as a waste
basket
• Do not let the water run while
shaving or brushing teeth
• Take short showers instead of tub
baths & turn off the water flow while
soaping or shampooing
• Use the garbage disposal sparingly – compost instead and save
gallons every time
• Use a layer of organic mulch
around plants to reduce evaporation and save hundreds of gallons
of water a year
• Use a broom instead of a hose to
clean your driveway or sidewalk and
save 80 gallons of water every time
• When you clean your fish tank,
use the water you’ve drained on
your plants – the water is rich in nitrogen and phosphorus, providing
you with a free and effective fertilizer
• Designate one glass for your
drinking water each day and cut
down on the number of times you
run your dishwasher
• Use a grease pencil to mark the
water level of your pool at the skimmer – check the mark 24 hours later – your pool should lose no more
than 1/4 inch each day
• Encourage your friends and
neighbors to be part of a water-conscious community
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Finance Department
The Government Finance Officers Association is
pleased to announce that the City of North Miami
Beach, Florida, has received GFOA's Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for its budget for Fiscal Year 2020. The award represents a significant
achievement by the entity. It reflects the commitment of the governing body and staff to meeting
the highest principles of governmental budgeting.
In order to receive the budget award, the entity
had to satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for
effective budget presentation. These guidelines
are designed to assess how well an entity's budget serves as:
•
•
•
•

a policy document
a financial plan
an operations guide
a communications device

Budget documents must be rated "proficient" in
all four categories, and in the fourteen mandatory criteria within those categories, to receive the
award.
There are over 1,600 participants in the Budget
Awards Program. The most recent Budget Award
recipients, along with their corresponding budget
documents, are posted quarterly on GFOA's website. Award recipients have pioneered efforts to
improve the quality of budgeting and provide an
excellent example for other governments throughout North America.
The Government Finance Officers Association
(GFOA) advances excellence in government finance by providing best practices, professional
development, resources and practical research for
more than 20,500 members and the communities
they serve.

G O V E R N M E N T F IN A N C E O F F IC E R S A S S O C IA T IO N

D istin g u ish ed
B u d g et P resen tation
A w ard
PRESENTED TO

City of North Miami Beach
Florida
For the Fiscal Year Beginning

October 1, 2019

Executive Director

We understand the growing concern regarding COVID-19 and the
impact it has had on our community.
Our heartfelt thoughts go out to all
of those who have been affected by
this disease. The City of North Miami
Beach continues to actively monitor
all sources of information and guidance from the CDC and the World
Health Organization.

ees to stay home if they are sick, wash their hands, clean their personal
spaces and otherwise exercise precautionary measures such as social distancing and the use of facial coverings.
We are committed in providing a safe environment as we all navigate this
challenging time together. For additional details regarding COVID-19, and
additional steps you can take to safeguard you and your family, please visit
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website at www.cdc.
gov.

The City of North Miami Beach strives to provide a clean and safe environment for all residents, visitors and our employees, every single day. We are
taking extra cleaning measures throughout the day as safety is our main
concern. Common
areas, door handles, counter-tops, computers, elevators and other surfaces are being disinfected with increased frequency
throughout the day. Finally, we are consistently reminding all City employ-

Good Samaritan Rescues Girl From
Snake Creek Canal
On Tuesday, April 14, 2020, Mr. Lazo saw
a female juvenile walking toward Snake
Creek Canal. When she jumped into the
canal and it became apparent that she
was unable to swim, Mr. Lazo immediately jumped into the water and rescued her.
After being treated by Miami-Dade Rescue, she was released to her parents at the
scene.
It was later learned that the young girl was autistic and non-verbal.
Had it not been for Mr. Lazo's quick and selfless response, the outcome
may have been quite different. He is a true hero.

The Children’s Trust
with the Trust to come up with creative and different approaches to
provide services to our youth.

The Parks and Recreation Department and the NMB Library have
recently been awarded with their
third (3rd) year of grant funding
from The Children’s Trust (Trust).
The Trust provides partial funding to the City’s after school and
summer programming. While the
summer program looks different
this year, during this unprecedented time, the City continues to work

The Children's Trust is a dedicated source of revenue derived from
property taxes and established by
voter referendum in 2002. Their
mission is to partner with the community to plan, advocate for, and
fund strategic investments that improve the lives of all children and
families in Miami-Dade County.
Their vision is for a community that
works together to provide the essential foundations to enable every
child to achieve their full potential.
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Police Department
16901 NE 19th Avenue
North Miami Beach, FL 33162

www.nmbpd.org

NMBPD Information
(305) 949-5500
Chief of Police
(305) 948-2995
Crime Prevention
(305) 948-2955
Community Policing
(305) 948-2956
Records Section
(305) 948-2952
Report Crimes Anonymously
(305) 948-2913
Volunteer Services
(305) 948-2955
NMBPD on Social Media
Facebook

@nmbpolice
Instagram
@NorthMiamiBeachPD
Twitter
@myNMBPolice

Recognizing that
purchasing necessary supplies may
be difficult during
this pandemic, the
North Miami Beach
Police Department
mobilized its Family Response Team
(FRT) to assist families in need of help.
Their assistance included distributing
and delivering food, performing wellness checks on seniors, providing supplies and gift cards, and offering support as requested.
During these challenging times,
#NMBPD wants all citizens to know
that they are to serve.
On March 20, 2020, North Miami
Beach officers responded to a call of
a pedestrian struck by a vehicle. Prior
to arriving on the scene, officers had
been advised that the pedestrian was
pinned under the vehicle after being dragged approximately 20 feet.
The officers were able to lift the vehicle off the victim and render aid until
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue arrived and
transported the victim to the hospital. The pictured officers are just a few
of the admirable responders on the
scene. North Miami Beach Police Department is grateful to have such dedicated officers.

Speed Radar
Display Trailer
System
Through
the
Road to Zero
grant, the City
recently acquired
six (6) solar-powered
Radar
Speed
Trailers
Display Systems.
This technology, also known as
driver feedback signs, would be installed along neighborhood streets
where there is higher-than-average
speeding and cut-through traffic.
These signs have been in use for a
number of years across the country and have been shown to slow
drivers by providing them with a real-time snapshot of their speed.

traffic accidents, these signs are a
part of NMBPD’s efforts to educate
the public about this risky driving
behavior and increase high visibility
enforcement in these areas.

The trailers can be easily hitched to
the back of a marked City of North
Miami Beach Police Department
(NMBPD) vehicle for deployment
within areas that experience speeding issues. The trailer signs can be
adjusted for the different speeds
within the commercial and residential districts. As speed is a critical
contributor to the occurrence of

NMBPD’s Accreditations Represent the Department’s Excellent Service
by a Florida State Statute as the accrediting body
for Florida law enforcement agencies with over
two hundred standards.

The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA), created in
1979 through law enforcement’s major executive
associations, provides law enforcement agencies
with an established set of over nine hundred professional standards. The Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation, Inc. (CFA),
was established in 1994 as an independent,
non-profit corporation designated and governed

The City of North Miami Beach Police Department (NMBPD) received its first CALEA accreditation in 1991 and first CFA accreditation in
1994. NMBPD was again reaccredited by CALEA
in 1996 and 2001 while subsequently receiving
its CFA reaccreditations in 1997, 2001, 2004,
2007, and 2010. In 2013 NMBPD underwent an
independent, intensive, and thorough assessment of the agency’s operations. As a result,
NMBPD was reaccredited for its fifth consecutive
reaccreditation period and awarded the Excelsior recognition, making it the first agency in Miami Dade County to have this honor bestowed
upon them. Excelsior recognition is awarded to
the agency who has exhibited excellence in accreditation and has received five (5) consecutive
reaccreditations without conditions. It takes 17

years of excellence to achieve the Excelsior recognition. NMBPD continued this path and went
on to receive two more Excelsior recognitions in
2016 and 2019.
Today, the Excelsior distinction recognizes some
of the finest criminal justice agencies in the state
of Florida as they demonstrate their level of commitment to the Florida accreditation process.
This distinction of excellence represents NMBPD’s promise to the citizens and visitors of the
city of North Miami Beach that they are receiving
an unparalleled level of law enforcement service.
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Bon Bagay: A Celebration of
Haitian Heritage Month

In honor of Haitian Heritage Month, North Miami Beach and Multicultural Committee Liaison
Commissioner Barbara Kramer hosted a virtual
celebration “Bon Bagay,” which means “good
stuff” in Kreyol. Held on May 28th via Zoom, and
moderated by Assistant City Manager Horace
McHugh, the program celebrated Haitian traditions through the perspectives and experiences
shared by our illustrious panelists:
Philippe Derose, former councilman of North Miami Beach,
and current president of his own
nonprofit: the Haitian-American
Alliance for Youth Foundation.
In 1993 he was elected El Portal
Commissioner, then went on to
serve as mayor. He earned the
distinction of being the first Haitian-American
to be elected to public office in the U.S. – first
as commissioner and then as mayor – in modern times.

“Let’s Talk NMB”
spotlights City’s initiatives,
community partners

Leonie Hermantin, director of
development, communications
and strategic planning of Sant
La Haitian Neighborhood Center. Born in Haiti and raised in
New York, she has 20 years of
experience in grassroots advocacy and community development. She served
as visiting professor at FIU’s School of Architecture, and subsequently served as executive director of the Haitian-American Foundation.
Elizabeth Jeanty, board member of the American Historical
Society. She is a business entrepreneur, nurse, and ambassador
for minors, and created “The
Power of Women” – an organization that connects women
who aspire to be politicians.
Alex Pierre-Louis, president
and CEO of Lex Promotions
and Marketing Group. His expertise is in helping organizations with social media marketing, event planning, branding,
and event promotions targeted toward celebrities. He’s also actively involved in mentoring young people.
Elizabeth Guérin, president
of Imaginart Media Productions and co-owner of Island
TV. She started her broadcasting career at the age of eight
and at the age of 10, began
hosting her own shows.
over the course of three months, the program
covered a number of topics and featured over 40
community partners and contributors to the City,
including the following:
• Tony Gomez, CEO of Jackson Health
• Rodney Baltimore, radio host, HOT 105
• Stefanie Betancourt, franchise owner of
McDonald's
• Steven Shai Gold, managing director of Jet
Rescue Air-Ambulance
• Anton Williamson, general manager of Wawa

“Let's Talk NMB” began on April 8, 2020 as a way
to virtually connect the North Miami Beach community with their local government and educate
residents on the City’s response to COVID-19.
Initially, City Manager Esmond K. Scott interviewed various senior management staff members on their departments’ operations during the
pandemic. The format was later expanded, and

We also featured the Consul General of Taipei
Economic & Cultural Office in Miami, who generously donated 2,000 masks to the City. Dr.
Walter Thomas Richardson was the guest for the
Juneteenth edition, which attracted over 70 audience members, including Florida State Representatives Barbara Watson and James Bush III.
For the final Zoom cast of “Let’s Talk NMB,”

The panelists discussed the pride
they have in being
Haitian and their
contributions to
the
community.
Jeanty said that
while growing up,
she learned that
Haitian people are
resilient,
understanding, and hard-working. “People leave their
country, not because they want to, but because
at the end of the day they are looking to better
themselves,” she added.
Derose discussed his journey as a politician and
attested that his perseverance led to his achievement, paving the way for other Haitian-Americans aspiring to run for office. “It wasn’t easy,”
said Derose, who acknowledged that he ran unsuccessfully a few times before making history in
1993. He reflected on the milestones in his career and how he still holds himself to the highest
standard as a leader and a public figure, even
though he is retired from public office.
The conversation was lively, rich, and inspiring,
and the panelists’ stories served as reminders of
what individuals can survive and achieve under
the most challenging of circumstances.
Thanks to the efforts of Commissioner Kramer
and the Multicultural Committee, the City was
able to celebrate Haitian heritage--and even in
the midst of a pandemic, remember some of the
bon bagay of life.

NBC6 investigative reporter Willard Shepard
served as guest host alongside Mr. Scott. The
theme for that segment was Leadership, Resiliency and Unity, as the City continues to navigate
the uncertainty of the pandemic and its impact
on the economy.
The City thanks all of the guests, viewers, and
staff members who, by participating in this forum, helped to convey to residents that even in
these unusual times, City Hall remains accessible
and committed to their care and safety.
To view archived “Let’s Talk NMB” videos, please
visit https://www.citynmb.com/LetsTalkNMB.
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NMB Feeding Families in Need

viduals or families,
providing relief and
facilitating recovery
during one of the
most challenging
times the world has
collectively faced.

Celebrating Our Youth
One of the most pressing needs created by the
pandemic is making sure the most vulnerable
populations have fresh, nutritious food to put on
the table for themselves and their families. Seniors, individuals with disabilities, and working
families who struggle to make ends meet daily are among those who are disproportionately
affected. Early in the pandemic, North Miami
Beach recognized this growing problem and
took action to be part of the solution, by partnering with local nonprofits to hold drive-thru food
distributions and door-to-door food deliveries.
The City hosted food distribution drive-thrus in
tandem with Feeding South Florida, which generously contributed provisions, logistics experience, and organizational wizardry, all of which
made a huge difference in how quickly and easily NMB was able to dispatch food to more than
2,100 families.
NMB
also
helped
residents who were
unable to travel to the food
distribution
drive-thrus. In
partnership with
Joshua’s Heart Foundation and Unity Grove’s
USDA Farmers to Families Box Program, it organized weekly “Knock, Drop and Roll” no contact
mega food deliveries. Volunteers knocked on
residents’ doors, dropped off the essentials, and
“rolled” (departed). This initiative supported
residents who didn’t have cars to attend the food
drives, were too fragile to leave their homes, or
did not have other means to secvvvvure food.
These deliveries would not have been possible
without support from the City’s local partners including U-Haul, which donated vans to deliver
food; Wawa, McDonalds, and Starbucks, which
provided food and refreshments for volunteers;
and Jonathan Cyprien’s CypSquad ARY Foundation, whose generous financial donation helped
fund these efforts. The support of these partners
allowed the City to deliver food to 4,160 indi-

Given the need
for social distancing, celebrations
look
and feel very
different these
days. The City’s
Public
Affairs
Department
firmly believes, however, that social distancing
does not have to
mean social isolation. Throughout the past
few months, the
department has
been dedicated
to helping the
City’s youth feel connected to their community.
Whether it’s a birthday,
graduation, kind gesture,
or other occasion, there is
still joy to be found even
now.

Surprise Bat Mitzvah Parade
Kassie Lazega and her
parents
spent
two
years planning a perfect
bat
mitzvah. Although her
plans were canceled due to the Covid-19 pandemic, NMB surprised her with a bat mitzvah car
caravan celebration. The event included a cake,
balloons, and a parade led by an NMB police
cruiser. Kassie’s friends, neighbors, and family members joined the parade, creating a picture-perfect moment.

Congratulations,
Class of 2020!
On June 26th,
the City honored all graduating
high
school seniors
who live in
North Miami
Beach with a very special Car Caravan Graduation, complete with balloons, handheld confetti
cannons, swag bags, 80-foot confetti blower, and
special guests. Outside City Hall in the art plaza,
the City’s very own Totor made an appearance in
full graduation regalia.

Wish Granted for
Young Cancer Hero
When
he
was a toddler, nineyear-old JJ
lost
both
of his eyes
to Retinoblastoma
cancer. This
determined young man has always dreamed of
riding a bike by himself, and thanks to Mystic
Force Foundation and Miami Bikes, his dream
became reality. Located in North Miami Beach,
Miami Bikes generously donated a beautiful new
tandem bicycle so that JJ can hold the handle
bars and pedal while his father steers.

Academic Achiever Receives
Mayoral Award
North Miami
Beach Mayor Anthony
F. DeFillipo
and Commissioner Paule
Villard
presented
the
NMB Mayoral Award to scholastic superstar and high school
graduate Kenley Mary Asse, who achieved a 4.1
GPA. The City congratulates Kenley and wishes
him great success as he attends the University of
Alabama this fall.
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